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DIALOGUE: 


Between Philip and Henry, concerning the 
Importance of early RELicion, | 


Philip ST welcome, dear Hal, you 
Mes come in very * 
releaſe me from my tireſome employment. 
Henry. Pray, my dear, what have you 
been engaged in that is ſo diſagreeable ? 

Phil, | have read above half a long ſer- 

mon, and muſt have ended it if you had not 
come; and I am ſure I am weary enough 
now. 
Hal. I hope you are not ſo weak as to be 
tired with reading a ſermon, and I dare ſay 
your mamma would not ſet you to any but 
what ſhe thought might be uſeful : Pray 
what was it about? 

Phil. I don't well know; the title was the 
Pleaſure and Advantage of early Religion, 
but I am ſure I found none in reading 
about it. | 

Hal. I am ſorry to hear 200 ſay ſo; L 
think it is a very agreeable ſubject, I wiſh 
I might readit. E 

Phil. I' lend it you willingly when I 
have read it out; but my mamma bought 
the book on purpoſe for me, and there are 
fix or ſeven more ſermons in it, all to young 
| people: 


1 
11938 


ms 
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people: ſo that, till J have read them, ſhe 


would be-diſpteaſed-if I lent it; and you. 


who are To happy as not to be forced to fuch 
dull work as J am, will I dare ſay be ſoon 


ſick of it, if you begin. 


Hal. Oh! bil, what you call my happi- 


neſs, I account my great misfortune, and 


often wiſh' Thad ſich a mamma as yours. - 


Phil. Jam ſore you have a very good 
ene, that is exceſſively fond of you. ˖ 
Hal. Ion it; and yet this very thing 
I daily mourn the want of, which you ſeem 
to think an affliction; I mean the advan- 


tages of inſtruction you have, joined with as 


kind and tender a mamma as mine. 

Phil. She is very good to me for every 
thing elſe; but whatever you may now think, 
I believe you would not like it to be conti- 
. nually alk to about things you knew no- 
thing of. 2 | 

Hal. She doubtleſs does it that you may 
know them- 


Phil. She is never the nearer then, for I © 


neither do, nor deſire to underſtand any 
thing of the matter. 

Hal. Nay, Phil, now you quite ſhock 
me ; I can ſcarcely believe my own ears ! 
_ +» Phy. Why? What have I ſaid that fright- 
ens you ? I thought no harm, I am ſure. 


Hal. What! my dear, no harm in ſaying, 
you neither underſtand religion, nor deſire 
to do it? For my part, I can't conceive 
what you could have ſaid more profane; I. 


Phil. 


wth you would think of it. | 


Sc 4 
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*- Phil. Nay, now you make ine worſe than 
I am; I am ſure I never was accounted 
profane; what do you take me for; an 
atheiſt, that believes there is no God, be- 
cauſe I wiſh my mamma would let me alone 
to enjoy the pleaſures ſuited to my age, and 
not fill my head with ſuch things, as if I 
was to think of them, would ohly puzzle my 
brain to no purpoſeꝰ when J am as 47 as 
ſhe, perhaps I may like it as well. 
Hal. But you told me that you was read- 
ing of the pleaſure and advantage of early! 
religion; now I cou'd not ſuppoſe but y 
muft think that theſe were pleafures and 
advantages ſuited to your age. What do 
you imagine that theſe good men that write 
ſuch books, your own mamma, and even 
God himſelf, join to impoſe a fal ſhood on 
you? for is it not in the word of God, that 
the ways of wiſdom (which are there the 
ſame with thoſe of religion) are ways of 
leaſantneſs; and all her paths paths of peace? 
If you have hear'd ſo much as you complain 
of, ou muſt have heard of this ſcripture, 
bil. Heard, yes; I have read it many 
| rs to-day, for that was the text. And 
I don't pretend to diſbelieve the truth of it, 
ſo that | am not ſo bad as you wou'd make 
me, ſay what you will: I told you before, 
when I am older I may, perhaps, under- 
ſtand and find the pleaſure of it. But J 
wonder that either theſe good men, or my 
mamma ſhou'd think, becauſe they may find 


* Feat who are come to maturity of 
3 - judgment 


* 
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judgment, that ſuch, as we who are in the 
gayelt and giddieſt part of life ſhould. - 
Hal. But herein again, my dear, you talk 
moſt inconſiderately; for is not early reli- 
gion recommended, nay commanded by 
50d himſelf ? ſo that here you cannot come. 
off; not to ſay that the calling in queſtion. 
the judgment of your ſuperiors in this mat- 
ter beſpeaks a lower degree of humility than 
what i hoped you had been poſſeſſed of. 
Phil. Pray who is there of our age that 


puzzle their heads about ſuch things ? If 


they muſt while they are young, it does not 


N that I need to do it yet; I hope I am 


ef old preſently. 


And are you ſure of an hereafter ? 
O my dear, I debe d you think what you 


are depending on! How many round us are 
yearly call'd away younger than we? And 
can you think *twill be a ſufficient plea at 
the bar of your Judge, that you thought you 
was too young. to attend to ſo ſerious a bu- 
ſineſs as religion? Or will you dare to tell 


him, that you had more pleaſant and pro- 


fitable employment to engage your thoughts 


and time, much more ſuitably to your age; 


that if you had liv'd longer you had ſome 


thoughts of applying to it, according to the 


many exhortations given you; that you 
therefore hoped this intention to ſerve him 
hereafter would be accepted, and excuſe 
your neglects ? 


_ Phil. I am not ſo ignorant as you make 
| me neither, Hal. 1 aan well enough, that 
younger 
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younger than J die; nor do I think of mak- 
ing any fuch excuſes for myſelf before God, 
as you have framed for me. | | 

Hal. But then, pray my dear, what is it 
that you depend upon, ſhould you be call'd 


away ſpeedily and ſuddenly as many are? 


Phil, Why, to tell you freely, tis but 
ſeldom that any thoughts of ſuch things 
come into my mind; but, when they do, I 
ſatisfy myſelf with this, that I have never 
been guilty of any groſs ſins, and have as 
much religion as can be expected in one of 
my age. 

Hal. That you have not been left to 
commit thoſe ſins which too many are guil- 
ty of, is to be ſure matter of comfort; but 
J ſhou'd be glad to know what it is that 
you account a' ſufficient degree of religion. 
_ Phil, I go conſtantly to Church, we have 
family 1 twice a day, and ſometimes 
1 pray by myſelf too; and you find, by what 
I have ſaid, I have a great deal of reading 
in good books beſides; ſo that if I don't 


fend enough of my time in religion, I 


don't know what young perſon does. 
Hal. "Theſe indeed are branches of our 
duty, and therefore to be perform'd ; and 
did you engage in them as you, ought, you 
might call them parts of religion; but as 
the uneaſineſs you before expreſs'd at read- 
mg ſo much, gives me room to fear the 
other work of this kind, in which you are 


- employ'd, is equally, diſagreeable to you; T 
can't think any _ you have mentioned 
3 deſerves 


5 
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deſerves to be call'd by that name. For 
vou can't imagine, if vou will but give 
yourſelf leave to reſſect, that God, who has 
hid:us give him our hearts, and has told us 
he knows the ſecrets. of them, will accept 
of outward, forms inſtead. of ſincere wor- 
ſhip, or that you can impoſe upon him ho 
ſees the workings of your. mind, and that 
averſion you have to, and the wearineſs you 
diſcover in his ſervicſe. 
. Phil. I begin to ſee ſome reaſon in what 
you ſay. Ang if God requires the mind 
ſhou'd be engag'd in worſhip, and there is 
no true religion without, muſt indeed give 
up all my pretences to any. 
Hal. Then I hope you will quickly be 
convinced how much you are indebted to 
your mamma for her frequent inſtruQtians, 
aud putting ſuch books into your hand, as, 
if attended to, wou'd, by the bleſſing of 
God, bring. you to a ſenſe of the importance 
% on. and excite your deſires after it. 
Ad ſince, by your own confeffion, you are 
now. oblig'd to own, it was a ſandy founda- 
tion onwhich you built your hopes, you will, 
1 truſt,” be ſegſible that it highly concerns 
you without any delay, to apply;ſeriouſly, 
to an affair on which youreterna pine 
depends; that you may have ſolid ground 
to think of death with comfort, and to meet 
it with joy ſhould it ſpeedilyapproach to you. 
Then wou'd you, my dear, know by your own. 
experience. the truth of what you have this day 
been, reading, that wiſdom's ways are wes 
0 


| *LLITEF) 


$9V7'2f2!2 8 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 7 
of pleafantnefs Give me leave then to pre- 
vail upon you! to make tigte important trial! 

Phil. Well Hal, I am now amazed at 
my thoughtleſineſs about theſe things. I 
took you up” ſhort at the beginning of this 
difcontfe, and afk'd you whether you took me 
for an atheiſt; and truly I am now convinc'd 
that J have ed like one; for tho” I boaſt- 
ed then of n my believing there was a God, 
I think I am the worſe rather than bet- 
ter for ſach a belief, ſince 1 have been ſo 
ſenſelefs as to imagine he wou'd accept of 
appearance inſtead "of reality ; and look on 
that as ſervice perform'd to him, wherein 
only my body was engag'd, my thoughts 
generally like the fool's eyes being in time 
of worſhip wandering after every vanitys 
Well may I bluſh for ſhame that you Who 
have not my advantages ſhou'd be my Nu 
ſtructor. What thanks do I owe you 

Hal. If you are brought to ſee your e 
ty and interelk ! in this matter, give God the 
praiſe, who often makes uſe of ſuch weak 
inſtruments that the power of lis grace may 
be the more diſplay'd. 1 am poor teacher 

Phil. You have been a good one to me, 
I um ſure; But 1 entreat you to· go on, for 
Jam like one that has been wand'ring alb 
night, Who at the day-break finds his error, 
yet knows not how to get inte the ri_he 
path without ſome kind and i con- r 
ductor00WQü e * 

Hal. You have made avery: Proper re- 
flection on your preſent caſe Indeed; but 
then you are to remember, that, to make 
B 4 the 
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the compariſon hold, you muſt 7 that 
this perſon was warned of the danger he 
was in of wand'ring; offer d, yea entreated 
to accept of ſufficient light, direction, and 
aſſiſtance; and yet, fancyingthere was no oc- 
caſion, went obſtinately on in total darkneſs. 
Pil. You have drawn up my character 
to the life, indeed, Hal, and your juſt addi- 
tion, I think, naturally leads me to fee my 
firſt ſtep, which is with the deepeſt ſhame 
andremorſetoconfeſs and bewail my wretch- 
ed 5% and earneſtly implore pardon. 
Hal. *Tis true, repentance, as it 1s the 
firſt ſtep to reformation, ſo tis one great 
branch of religion, the whole of which is 
comprized in thefe two words, repent and 
believe. | | 
 Pb4l. But what is it to believe? My own 
inward ſenſation now tells me ſomewhat of 
the nature of repentance, for 1 ſee I have 
acted moſt contrary to reaſon, to go on thus 
regardleſs of God, or my own immortal 
ſoul. And he might now juſtly refuſe to 
receive my fubmiſſion, and forgive my fins ; 
which it he ſhou'd I am undone, and that 
for eve. | | 
Hal. Herein lies the true nature of faith, 
or that believing you enquire after, that not- 
withſtanding it is thus with you, which calls 
for deep repentance, here is no room for de- 
ſpair,; Chriſt has purchaſed a free and full 
pardon for all who believe in him; to him 
therefore are you to apply, and in him re- 
poſe your truſt; under his conduct are you 
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to put ourſelf, ſincerely deſiring to receive 
the inſfructions of his word and ſpirit, and 
to obey all his commands as your king and 
zovernor. And if you thus, repent, and 
thus belieye, and evidence the ſincerity. of 
both, by your hatred; of all Gn, and love to 
God and his ways, you will ſoon. find the 
truth of what you have been reading, that 
there are pleaſures in religion to which you 
have hitherto been a ſtranger ; pleaſures 
that vaſtly exceed what you have found in 
- youthful delights. For to return to our 
ſimile, if the wanderer in his bitter reflec- 
tions on his folly, ſpies his offered but re- 
fuſed guide again near him, and upon his 
humble acknowledgments and earneſt pray- 
ers, ready to forgive him and aſſure him of 
his conſtant 9 — whilſt he follows his 
directions; what joy muſt hereupon take 
place in that breaſt ſo lately oppreſt with 

ef ! And thus encouraged and thus aſſiſt- 
ed, with what delight and alacrity will he 
deen ver a th 

_ Phil. Dear Hal, how happy are you, that 
have made ſuch a progreſs in thoſe paths I 
am now to enter on | nay, andi cou'd find 
them out of yourſelf, tho' I have been blind: 
to them when they were ſet before me. 
Hal. No Phil, God made uſe of means 
to open my eyes, as he uſually does; for 
though that was wanting at home, a kind 
neighbour, who knew how it was, finding 
I lov'd reading, often got me in to read with 
her; and as ſhe put = propereſt books into: 
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my. hand, ſo wou'd the endeavour to im- 
prefs wht I read, both on my underſtand- 
ing and conſcience. Tis thro? her kind 
care, under God, that I Know any thing of 
religion. But'I habefſtap'd till 1 ſhall be 
expected home, therefore miiſt go. | 
Phil, Welk Hal. I ſhall ſoon call in re- 
turn; for T ſhall long to have more diſcourſe 
len 
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FIATOGUE I. 
D orinda and Sophia, an the alte- 


iation made in Lucinda. 

Dor. FAR Sophira,youcan'tthink how 
«If much it concern'd me, that you 
con'd not go with me to ſee Lucinda. 

Soph. I wou'd have waited on you if I 
cou'd conveniently have done it, bur my 
ſiſter's illneſs is a great confinement to me; 
for as 1 can divert her a little, it makes it 


Between 


the eaſter to my mamma, ſo that I did not 


think proper to aſk her. 

Dor. Nay then you are worſe than T 
imagin'd; I thought your mamma wou'd. 
not let you go. £3 | 
- Soph. Indeed my dear I believe that is 
but᷑ too true, that { may be worſe than you 
have thought me, as you are I am ſenſible 
partial in my favour: but I don't think 

myſelf ſo in this caſe, becauſe I thought I 
was more in the way of my duty to ſtay 
with my mamma, and do what little I 
c01'd to leſſen her fatigue, than I ſhou'd 

de | g's have 
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bern been to have left her alone with * 
ſick child, only to make a viſit. 

Dor. What then z muſt you be * 
ber'd up: it your ſiſter lies ſick ever ſo long? 

Sapb. No, not always; have not | been 
one afternoon with you already My mam- 
ma is rather for contriving to give me di- 
verſion, than deſiring to hinder me; but 
this makes me the more unwilling to leave 
her, unleſs it be to go to my moſt intimate 
acquaintance; and *tis more pleaſure to me 
to bear her company in her affliction, as I 
ſee it is fo agreeable to her, than it wou'd 
be to ſpend my time in viſiting. Don't you 
think now that | aft right herein? 

Dor, I muſt own you do, and that you: 
have called my ſin to remembrance this day! 
For when my mamma was ſick, I was far 
from acting as you have done, though I 
plainly ſaw how much ſhe deſic'd my com- 
pany, and how pleas'd ſhe wou'd be if l 
offer'd her any little aſſiſtance; and that 
ſhe thought my ſtaying away from her ſo 
much, a very unkind treatment of one who 
had in my illneſs ſo tenderly nurſed me; 
but to me a ſick room was a dull place; 


and, for want of reflecting on what either 


duty or affection muſt have led me to, much 
more both together, I took it into my head 
that it was natural for young perſons to 
hate ſuch confinement, and therefore it was 
excuſeable for me to decline it. Herein, 


you have ſet me an example of child-like 
B 6 duty. 
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duty and affection, which I hope for the 
future I ſhall labour to follow. 

$9ph.” F am ſure yours has, in many re- 
ſpects, been of great advantage to me; and 
if in this, or any other inſtance, I can be ſo 
happy as to make you any ſmall return, I 
ſhall be very glad. But pray was your viſit 
ſo pleaſant that you wiſh'd me to enjoy it 
with you? | | 
Dor. Yes, indeed, it was; and, I dare 

ſay, you wou'd have been equally delighted 
| had you, been there. 

Soph. Then I hope you have diſcover'd 
ſome. alteration in Lucinda's temper and 
behaviour, which I ſhould be extremely 
glad to hear of, as a religious turn wou'd 
render her a moſt agreeable friend. 

Dor. It will fo, and this is the pleaſing 
proſpect we now have. 
Soph. Pray give me a littie of your en- 
tertainment. | — 5 
Dor. When I went, Sophronia was a- 
lone in the parlour.. She receiv'd me with 
an air of pleaſure I never diſcover'd in her 
before, and ſaid you are, Dorinda, à very 
agreeable gueſt, 27 Lucinda has been wiſh- 
ing to ſee you ſome time, and I hope this 
vifit will be an introduction to a greater 
antimacy, and as I ſhall gladly encourage 
ſuch a friendſhip, ſo I have the pleaſure of 
believing twill now be far more deſirable 
to Lucinda, than what ſhe has been but too 
much delighted with. Whilſt IJ was think- 


Ang for a proper reply to ſo unexpected a 
ſpeech 
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ſpeech Lucinda enter d the room, and 85 
phronia left us together; when ſhe, taking 
me by the hand, ſaid, You little imagine, 
dear Derinda, how oft I have wiſh'd to ſee 
you within theſe few weeks; but I fear'd 
the entertainment you had at your firſt 
viſit, wou'd have diſcourag'd you from 
making a ſecond. I replied, I wonder'd 
you ſhou'd have ſuch a thought, for both 
Sophira and 1 took notice of the courteous 
reception you gave us; and I added, you 
wou'd have been with me now if you had 
not been prevented. She anſwer'd, You 
don't underſtand me, Dorinda; I mean, on 
account of the diſagreeable company that 
was here. | 

Sopb. Diſagreeable indeed: What cou'd 
you reply to that ? j 
Dor. | ſaid, that I muſtown I was forty 
it happen'd ſo, that we came on a day when 
ſhe had company that gave themſelves ſa 
great a liberty in diſcourſe as thoſe young 
ladies did; that Sophira and I too were 
much concern d to hear the ſacred name of 
God. abus'd, as it was by them, tho' we 
with pleaſure obſerv'd ſhe did not follow 
them herein; and that, amidſt the pro- 
fuſion of empty and impertinent diſcourſe 
they ſo plentifully poured forth, we diſ- 
cern'd ſo much modeſty and good ſenſe in 
her replies, as gave us room to hope ſhe 
wou'd not be tempted to make ſuch her 
choſen companions long, as we fear'd'by 
what we ſaw they then were. 


Soph, 
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Spb. You fpoke your mind very keely;. q 
but Ithink in anmooffenfive way. Wihee: 
anſwer. cow'd ſhe maker 
Der. With tearsſhereplied, Ab! Sr N 
what you cou? d then ſee in me that gave you ; 
any hope, I know:not;-'tis true, as you ſay, 
I did not fall in with their profane language; 
the ſtrict education I have had forbad that, 
at. leaſt laid a reſtraint on me; for had I- 
been left to go on, none knows how ſoon 
I might have been drawn to a more exact 
imitation of them, to the heart- breaking 
grief of my dear mamma, an the ruin ef 
my own ſoul! 
- $6ph, She expreſt berſelf very ſeriouſly 
and ſenſibly. indeed; but cou'd you find 
out what was the means of giving her ſo 
different a turn of thought ? 
Der. Les; ſor upon my ſaying I was 
heartily glad to hear ſhe had herſelf diſ- 
cover' vo the ſnares that, amidſt ſuch com- 
panions, ſhe was encompaſſed with; ſhe - 
replied ;, Oh! Dorinda you are miſtaken; I: 
went on blindly, and was deaf to all the 
kind and preſſing exhortations of the moſt 
pious and tender parent, who often with 
floods of tears entreated me to conſider what 
1 was doing. She often pleaded, that if I 
would thus continue to be a companion of 
fools, I muſt with them be deſtroyed, and 
that my puniſhment wou'd be ſo much the 
worſe another day, as my advantages for 
knowing and acting better were greater 


than theirs. Fhattbereſore ſhe, who might. 
\ 8» 
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as a parent command me, did yet as a friend. 
exhort me to have ſome pity on my own 
precious and immortal ſoul, if | cou'd not. 
be mov'd with the thought of bringing, 
down the grey, hairs of my widow parent 
with ſorrow to the grave. Theſe diſcourſes 
of hers generally melted me into tears; 
yet alas! no ſooner did an opportunity offer 
of being with my favourite companions,. 
butT readily fell in with it, and all my 
mamma's inſtructions were quite forgot: 
Soph. This isa lively picture of the firſt. 
approaches of ruin, to many a young perſon, 
who has had a religious education; thus 
they ſtille the convictions of their own con- 
ſciences, and give ear to the ſolicitations. 
of their Wicked aſſociates, who ſeldom reſt 
till, they have brought them to the ſame 
degree of hard neſs and ſtupidity they them 
ſelves are arriv'd at. | 
Dor. Tis true; and this ſeem'd likely to 
have been ſoon. the caſe here; for ſhe own'd 
that tho” her love to her mamma was always 
ſo great that ſhe could not bear to ſee her 
wneaſy, and had therefore often made a re- 
ſolution. not to exceed the time fixed for 
her return, if ſhe ever went with them again 
on any party of pleaſure; yet when ſhe has 
urg'd hermamma's expecting her as a reaſon 
to break off, they have as with one conſent 
banter'd her out of ſuch a fooliſh regard to 
a'mother; told her, now ſhe was old enough 
to know what the lik'd, better than one 
who, being paſt theſe gayeties of youth, had 
forgot 


is FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 

forgot what 'twas to be young. Theſe De- 
rind, added ſhe, were the inſtructions I had 
abroad, and to which (thoughtleſs creature 
that I was) I gave ſo much attention, that 
F began to look upon myſelf as abridg'd of 
innocent liberties, and to regard my dear 
mamma as one that exerciſed an unreaſon- 
able authority over me. This dreadful 
length was I run (to my ſhame may I ſpeak 
it) when God, by an aweful and awaken- 
ing providence, ſtopt me in my career, 
laid me on a fick bed, and even brought 
me to the brink of the grave. 44 
Soph. I heard ſome time ago, that ſhe 
Was very ill of a ſurfeit ſhe got by going 
with them ſomewhere, but I did not know 
that ſhe was ſo bad. 3 
Dor. Nor I neither; but it ſeems her 
life was deſpair'd of, and when ſhe thought 
ſhe ſhou'd die, and came to reflect on the 
occafion of her illneſs, it cut her io the 
heart that ſhe ſhould extort ſo unwilling a 
conſent from her mamma, to a journey for 
which ſhe ſhou'd now pay ſo dear. Bur: 
ſaid ſhe, I can't ſay I carried my views be- 
yond the grave, till thoſe two ladies you 
met here came to ſee me; they appear'd 
concern'd at my illneſs, but upon intima- 
ting that I believ'd I ſhould die, one of 
them in her uſual profane way, begg'd me 
not to indulge ſuch melancholy fancies, 
for ſhe did not doubt but I ſhou'd foon be 
able to take ſuch another tour. Yes, yes, | 
I don't queſtion it, ſaid the other; pray, 
| Lucinda, 

| a | 
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Lucinda, don't think of leaving us to go 
into t'other world yet, we can't ſpare you 
ſo ſoon; come, I'll tell you what charming 
diverſion we had laſt night. This diſcourſe 
quite ſhock'd me; and I replied, I am paſt 
diverſion now, nor can I bear to hear of it. 
The diſtreſs of my mind was indeed too 
great to betexpreſt. And is it certain there 
is another world? thought I, as | have been 


taught, and as even theſe poor profane crea- 


tures ſeem to believe! What will then be 
my ſtate, who muſt enter into it before I 
have taken any meaſures to prepare for it? 
The anguiſh of my mind had fo great an 
influence on my body, that I was ſoon (to 
appearance) chang'd for death, and too far 
gone to have any Rule. But it pleas'd God 


to give me a revival; and when I firſt re- 


cover'd ſenſe, I found my mamma weeping 
over me. My dear child, ſaid ſhe, can you 
ſpeakonceagain to your poor mamma? Yes, 
mamma, ſaid I, God hasgiv*nmetime to beg 
your pardon, and aſk you to pray that he 
will forgive me, if there is any hope. H 
my dear, replied ſhe; yes, I bleſs God, there 
is abundant ground of hope. On this, ſhe 
ſaid a few words more by way of encpurage- 
ment and left me, not daring to talk long to 
me; and I incapable of farther reflection, 
fell aſleep, I had. a good night, and found 
myſelf greatly-alter'd for the better in the 
morning. But the more capable I was of 
thought, the more did the diſtreſs of my 
mind inereaſe; my mamma indeed did all ſhe 


9 cou'd 
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cou'd to abate my fears, and raiſe my hopes: 
Juſt as ſhe had giv'n me this account, com- 
pany came in to drink tea with her, ſo 
that the reſt | muſt wait for till next time 
we meet. 

Sopb. I thank you r this part, which 
has rais'd my defire to ſee her; 

Dor. She promiſed me a quick 1 return to 
my viſit, and then T hope you}! meet her. 
x Sep be vou may en on it! will, if 

can 
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The ſawe continue d. 

1.5 Between Luginda and Dorinda. | 
Zu. J Have made this quick return to 
your viſit, Dorinda, to ſhow how 
aceeptable yours was, and ſet you ſuch an 
example as | am defirous you ſhou'd follow. 
Dor. Pis very obliging; and, VI1 af 
fute you; 1 ſhall not 1 backward to imi- 


tate yu ** 
La. Shane we have the pleaſure of 9er 
1 1 e orb 


Dor. Her ſiller dy'd laſt night, which 
kas prevented her. 
Lu. I am forry for thein afliQtion, 0 


our laſs of her company. 
Don. As to the child's death I think it 


is a mercy, for it never was like to be well, 


tho! Iſuppoſe the mamma will be ere 
affficted, for ſhe was excceding fo 
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but I am ſorry it happen'd at this time, 
to prevent her coming; and yet, when [ 
. canlider, I am ſenſible how abſurd it ap- 
pears, but to frame a wiſh that the poor 
child's: life and miſery ſhou'd have been 
prolong'd, that I mi - have had my de- 
fires; and I think bus * ever open d my 
eyes as this incident has done, to ſee the 
unaccountable folly of my fretful impa- 
tient temper, which ſo often gives uneaſi- 
neſs to myſelf and thoſe about me: how 
unreaſonable *tis in me to expect every 
thing ſhou'd fall out juſt according to my 
fancy, or give way to diſcontent when it 
does not; Lou, I believe, know nothing 
of this; I am ready to envy you for your 
calm and eaſy temper. 
- Lu, My dear, tis very hard indeed; if 


you envy me that ſeeming little good I have 
* 

4 in me! there is, to be ſure, a great deal of 
a difference in natural tempers, and you are 
0 ſo far in the right, that I have not ſo great 
F a mixture either of the paſſionate or fret- 
7 ful in mine as ſome have; but if you find 
4 that in yours which you complain of, 


doubt not but, as you are ſenſible of it, 
R you will ſoon be able in a great meaſure to 
overcome it; and then yours will have ſo 
far the advantage of mine, as a virtuous 
habit is beyond a natural endowment. 

Dor. I hope 1 ſhall both pray and ſtri ve 
more againſt this weakneſs, and ſhal]! re- 
joice if l may be enabled to gain ſome con- 
queſt over it. aer IH not detain you 
SA longer 


. 


r 
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longer on this ſubject now, as I impa- 
tiently long for the reſt of that remarkable 
account you was giving me concerning 
yourſelf. if you remember you had men- 
tion'd your being on the mending hand, 
and the continuance of your ſolicitude, 
together with the care your mamma took to 
abate your fears and encourage your hopes. 

Lu. Tis true, here I ſtopt; but alas! 
the conflicts I met with ſtopt not here; 
and had it not been for the ſeaſonable ex- 


hortations, inſtructions, and cautions of 


my dear mamma, it ſeem'd to me as if L 
muſt either have ſunk into deep deſpair; or, 
in order to free myſelf from fuck uneaſy 
ueſts as my own thoughts were now be- 
come, have fallen in with the temptations 
I had to return to my former thoughtleT- 
neſs amongſt my old companions, who 
came frequently to me when I was ſo bad. 

Dor. I fancy their company, in ſuch a 
Rate of mind as yours, muſt be very diſ- 
agreeable. 

Lu. Tis impoffible to deſctibe the work 
ings of my thoughts on theſe occaſions. 
The very ſight of the perſons I had been 
ſo fond of, 5 

call'd to mind thoſe days of vanity I now 
fo bitterly repented. And tho? for the moſt 
part their ſociety was as. really ungrateful 

to me as it had been delightful, I was of- 

ten fill'd with fears, leſt I ſhou'd again come 

to like it. And how to get rid of them I 

| Knew not. But one day, when my mamma 
had 


Id me with anguiſh, as it re- 
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had been talking to me in a moſt eneourag- 
ing manner, I found my hopes riſe to a 
higher pitch than they hadever beforedone, 
and I was then (for the firſt time) ſo free 
with my mamma as to tell her the concern 
theſe viſitors gave me, and aſk her what I 
ſhou'd do to get rid of them, without giving 
them cauſe of offence. | 

Dor. That was indeed a very prudent: 
ſtep, for I think it was a difficult caſe, 

Lu. My mamma told me, if it pleas'd 
God to give me his grace to perſiſt in my, 
preſent pious purpoſes and reſolutions, the 
apprehended it wou'd be no hard taſk; as they 
wou'd ſoon grow weary of my company, 
when they found I teok no delight in any 
of their vain amuſements, and empty, nay 


profane converſes, as ſhe believ'd I now 


accounted them : and eſpecially, my dear, 
added ſhe, if you can but get ſo much cou- 
rage and reſolution, in a modeſt and civil 
way, to ſhow your diſlike of their profan- 
ing the name of God ; and that contempt 
of a ſerious and ſtrict courſe of religion, 
you ſay, they ſo often expreſs. And as it 
hath pleaſed God ſo wonderfully to ſpare 
your life beyond all expectation, this great 
deliverance from death gives you a very 
proper opportunity of letting them know 
what different views of eternity, the prof» 
pect of its near approach had preſented to 
your mind; and the ſenſe you now have 
of the value and importance of that time 
you hayelaviſh'd away, with the reſolution. 

you 
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ou have made, in dependance on that 


grace which hath thus open'd your eyes 
to fee both your duty and intereſt, to im - 


prove the little remaining time of life in 


aà better manner than you have done what 
is paſt. . e e 8 | 


Dor. This was very good advice, but my 
difficulty I muſt own'wou'd have been to 


have got courage to comply with it; I 


have great reaſon to conſeſs a great defici- 


eney in this reſpect, thro' a falſe ſhame, 


which keeps my mouth often clos'd when 
I am ſenſible it ought, nay ſincerely defir- 
ous it ſhou'd be open'd, to put in a word 
to bear my teſtimony againſt what is wrong 
and in favour of religion. | 

Lu. I doubt not I ſhou'd have been as 
much at a Joſs in this reſpect, had not the 
late views 1 had of the eternal world till 
left ſo deep an impreſſion, as in a great 
meaſure carried me above all other conſi- 
derations; and ſeem'd to inſpire in me a 
reſolution and firmneſs of mind, with a 


# 


freedom and openneſs of temper, to which - 


before I was an utter ſtranger, Whilſt 
my- mamma and 1 were in this diſcourſe, 


one came up to tell me two of theſe ladies 


were come. On which my mamma ſaid, 
Now, my dear, is the time tor you to make 
a trial of the advice I have given you; 
and I pray God fo to open your lips, that 


— mouth may ſhew forth his praiſe. 
Remember David, who put up this prayer, 
and reſolves he will ſpeak of the teftimo- 
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the fears I had Entegtain'd were but too 
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nies of God, and will not be aſhamed even 
before kings, And who knows what an 
effect it might have upon ſome of them; 
and therefore let pity and compaſſion for 
theſe. thoughtleſs creatures, that are run- 
ning on in the broad road-to ruin, fill 
your breaſt, and inſpire a propet tender- 
neſs into your diſcourſe.. I thank'd her for 
theſe :nflruQtions,. and ſhe left me and 
ſent them up. That ſhort interval I em- 
ployed in lifting up my heart to God for 
his aſſiſtance. When they enter'd the 


room I met them, which they expreſs'd 
much pleaſure at my being able to do. I 


repligd, I have the greateſt reaſon to be 
thankful that I am thus far recover'd. 

Yes, ſaid Flrella, did I not always tell 
you, you wou'd not die ; but I verily be- 
lieve you fancy'd you ſhou'd, and that 
made you worſe than you wou'd have 
been. Well, come, ſays Cleanthe, don't 
let's bring any of thoſe dull thoughts into 
her mind again; the danger is over now, 
and you begin to look fine and well. Lu- 
cenda ; 1 hope we ſhall have the pleaſure 
of ſceing you amongſt us very ſoon. You 
muſt mend as fait as you-can, to get out 
of this moaping place. I thank'd them for 
their kindneſs in coming to ſee me, which, 
muſt. be but a very diſagreeable employ- 
ment to, them. As to my danger, þ ſaid, 

] þeliey'd that was viſibſe to all. acound. 
me, as well as to, my ſelf; and therefore, 


well 
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well grounded, as I was very ſenfible I 
prepar'd for another 
world. But pray, my dear, ſaid Florella, 
don't put on ſuch a gloomy countenance, 
nor ſpeak ſo mournfully about it, now you 
ſee you are-not going. God only knows, 
replied I, how much longer I have to con- 
tinue here. He has, bleſſed be his name, 
giv'n me ſome time and ſpace for repent- 
ance, and preparation; I wiſh I may be 
enabled to improve it as I ought. I beg 
of you, Lucinda, ſaid Florella, let's have 
no more of theſe melancholy fancies, now 
you are well enough to enjoy yourſelf and 
friends; good now, don't talk of repent- 
ance, and- preparation for another world. 
You ſee you are returning to this again, 
and if you. were not, I know nothing you 
have done to repent of; but I ſuppoſe your 
pious mamma has been continually preach- 


ing to you, as you know ſhe uſed to do 


when you was well; and you, affrighted 
with your illneſs, and incapable of your 
uſual diverſions, have giv'n ſuch ear to 
her as has fill'd your head with theſe diſ- 
mal whims. It is nothing elſe, depend 
upon it, my dear, ſaid Cleanthe ; for I re- 
member, when I was fick once, my grand- 
mamma uſed to give me ſuch lectures, and 
was ſo fooliſh as to mind them, Nay, 
after I was pretty well, ſhe telling me God 
nad givin me my life that I might improve 
t, in preparing for a better, I very orderly 
:ollow'd- her advice; and fpent a great deal 

| of 
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of my time in reading and prayers, and was 
as ſtrict as a nun; but when I got again 
among my old aſſociates, they ſoon ban- 
ter'd me-out of my preciſeneſs; and we 
ſhall, I doubt not, quickly get you into 
another temper, 

Dor. Theſe are perſons that ſeem to 
glory in their ſhame indeed. I think but 
few run ſuch lengths of open profaneneſs 
and contempt of all religion; I cou'd not 
have had patience to have heard them out. 

Tu. Perhaps not, eſpecially with thoſe 
profanations of the ſacred nameof God with 
which almoſt every ſentence was inter- 
mix'd ; but you are to conſider, theſe were 
what had been my choſen companions, here 
was no alteration for the worſe in them, and 
therefore what | had to do, was to bear that 
as an affliction which had been my delight, 
till I cou'd in an inoffenſive way get free, 
or be the happy means of altering thein. 

Dor. You argue very right: Pray what 
return cou'd you make to what they ſaid ? 

Lu. I told them that I cou'd anſwer 
every part of their diſcourſe; but as ſuch 
converſation was, knew, diſagreeable to 
them, I ſhou'd only tell them, that I bop'd 
and pray'd my preſent views of things? 
might be laſting, and my reſolutions too 
firmly fix'd for any temptations to remove. 
That I was very ſenſible it was but toy 
common for ſick-bed impreſſions to wear 
off as Cleaulbe's had done, and that then 
they generally left the mind more hard- 
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en'd; but I hop'd this wou'd not be my 
caſe. That as to calling them melancholy 
whims, I cou'd aſſure them they were en- 
tirely miſtaken, the bitter reflections I had 
made on my miſpent time, were, founded 
on the higheſt reaſon; and the hopes I now 
had that God had pardon'd me and receiv'd 
me to favour, that he wou'd own me as his 
child now, and beſtow on me a never- 
ending happineſs hereafter, had giv'n me 
a pleaſure tar ſuperior to all Jever felt in 


the gayeſt delights of ſenſe. Upon my 


word, ſaid Florella, you will make me quite 
ſick; I muſt leave you, if you will go on 
with this cant. And I too, ſays Cleanthe, 
for I am afraid this diſtemper of your's is 


catching; 1 feel ſuch qualms that I dare 


not ſtay. I beſeech you, dear ladies, ſaid 


I, whatever you think of me don't mzke 


ſo free with religion itſelf, particularly you, 
Cleanthe, who have known what ſerious im- 
preſſions ate; remember there will come a 
time when you will wiſh you had continued 
to follow that good advice you now deride; 
and, oh that you might both ſee your true 
intereſt before it be too late. And ſo you 
wou d very kindly wiſh us like you, wou'd 
you * ſaid Hlorella; we're extremely oblig'd 
to you. I told them they cou'd not cer- 
tainly blame me, for my ceſires after their 
true and jaiting happineſs; and that as we 
know we can't live here always, and know 
not how ſoon we may be call'd hence, I 
will'd no worſe for them than 1 did for my 
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own ſoul, which is, that it may be entitled 
to a better liſe in heaven when it leaves this 
world. Well ſaid Florella, J hope your ſer- 
mon is done; I thought we muſt hear it 
out, but I can ſtay no longer. Nor I 
neither, ſaid Cleantbe. I told them tea was 
coming, and I wou'd promiſe to talk no 
more in this way; 'twas all in vain, keep 
them I cou'd not. Away they went, and 
J have not ſeen one of the fer ſince, For 
theſe making their report to the others, 
they, inſtead of coming, have join'd to 
teaze me with letters, which 1 am ſtill 
anſwering. 

Dor. Well, I think you have got rid of 
them purely, and 1 ſuppoſe your anſwers 
won't induce them to converſe long this 
way. 

Lu. I ſuppoſe not, for they all ſeem but 
the more fully bent to do evil, except Clean- 
ther, who is at preſent under ſome return— 
ing convictions; and 1 had a letter from 
her to-day that pleas'd me much, the ſeems 
to want to come to town chiefly to talk 
with me. 

Dor. Happy will you be, if God makes 


you the inſtrument of good to her, 


Lu. It will be an honour indeed, if I 


may do any thing to glorify that God I 


have ſo long diſhonour'd. 
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DIALOGUE IV. 


5 
Between Dorinda and Sophia, on account f 


a diſagreeable Sifu, 
Dor. NIV ELCOME, my dear Sephia, 


1 am rejoiced to ſee you again 
at my houſe. 
Sapb. You might be ſure I wou'd gladly 
em brace the firſt opportunity, to thank you 
for that pleaſure your friendly epiſtles have 
giv'n me in this melancholy time of con- 
finement ; particularly the laſt, with the 


remaining account of Lucinda, which has 


yielded me great delight, and excited my 
longing deſire to be more intimately ac- 
quainted with her. But pray how went you 
thro' Four yeſterday's fatigue you men- 
tion'd? J heartily pitied you, and ſhall be 
lad to hear you are like to get off from ſo 
diſagreeable an acquaintance in a civil way. 
Dor. I hope I am in a fair way for it. I 
believe my gueſts were not much pleas'd 
with the entertainment I gave them; and 
that at leaſt we ſhall k-ep from an inti- 
macy, to which they have ſeem'd much 
forwarder than they now appear to be. It 
was indeed a very tireſome afternoon, Cen- 
foria, Gaudia, and Haughtitia all came; 
but, which you may be ſure I was not very 
ſorry for, Sinplicia was prevented. 
Soph, T hat was ſome comfort, as by 
that means you might poſſibly have a ſmall 
ſhace in the converſation, which in her 


company | hear 1s hard to gain, 
HE Dor, 


no 


2 
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Dor. She docs, indeed, verify the ſaying 


of the wiſe man, that a fool is known by 
the multitude of words; for as heel{ewhere 


expreſſeth it, her mouth poureth out fool- 
iſnneſs; but: how: tireſome loc ver it be to 
hear her, I often think her more an object 
of pity than anger; as tobe ſure her natural 
parts are very weak, ſhe ſeems to have juſt 
ſenſe enough, with the help of a good me- 
mory, to render herſelf very impertinent 
in company. But when I ſurvey the ma- 


lice and ill-nature of Cenforia, the vanity 


and emptineſs of Gaudia, and the ſcornful 
pride of Haughtitia, it raiſes juſtly my in- 
dignation; d I own my patience is put 
to the utmoit ſtretch to behave with any 
deceney towards them. They found me 
reading, which Gaudia took notice of, 
and faid ſhe had heard I was a great read- 
er; but, for her part, ſhe had nct a taſte 
polite enough for that ſort of entertain- 
ment, nor had the time for it, having a 
large acquaintance, dreſſing, viſiting, and 
receiving viſits, engroſs'd moit of her*, 
Havghtitia replied, I hat is not my caſe, : 
can find more time for reading than I can 
books to readgifor I am as curious in them, 
as Jam in my acquaintance ; and one may 
ſee twenty before one meets with any that 
are worth reading, either for the ſubject, 
ſenſe or ſtyle, tho' I believe I have get as 
good a collection as moſt, On this Cenſoria, 
who had taken up the book, faid, I his is a 

if, 8. Curious 
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curious ſubject, I'll aſſure you, The Go- 
vernment of the Paſſions, I ſuppoſe, Do- 
rinda, you are going to turn Philoſopher ? 
I replied, ſo much Philoſophy as to enable 
me to comply with the rules there laid 


dcwn, I muſt own 1 long'd to be miſtreſs 


of, tho' I fear'd attaining it. She, after 
having looked a little into it, threw it down 
on the table, ſaying ſhe wou'd leave me to 
the ſtudy of it, for the ſaw nothing 1n it 
that ſhe underſtood. And immediately 
aſk'd me if I had not heard of the whimſical 


turn Lucinda had taken, whereby ſhe had 


loſt as fine a ſet of acquaintance, as buy 
girl of her age and fortune ever had, 

Soph. A fine fet indeed! and a great Joſs 
ſhe had ſuſtain'd ! What cou'd you reply ? 
I ſuppoſe you did not fail to ſay ſomewhat 
in her vindication. 

Dor. I ſaid, I know very well that Lu- 
cinda has, es her late illneſe, much loſt 
her reliſh for thoſe gay amuſements, which 
before ingroſsꝰd too much her thoughts and 
time; and that ſhe'd judg'd it both her duty 
and intereſt, to act for the future more like 
2 reaſonable creature and a chriſtian, and 
accordingly devotes part af that time ſhe 
was wont to ſquander away in mere vanity, 
to the peculiar exerciſes of religion; whiltt 
the reſt is ſpent, if not in ſo gay, yet in far 
more rational employments. 1 ſaw they had 
ſcarce patience to hear me out; looking at 
each other as in a ſurprize: when Haugb- 
titia, with a wan ſmile, turning to Cen- 
ſoria, 
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ria, ſaid, I think Dorinda has giv'n us a 
full proof, that ſhe is herſelf a good pro- 
ficient in that part of philoſophy ſhe is 
ſtudying ; for ſince ſhe has arriv'd fo far 
as to be able thus gravely to juſtify Lucinda 
in her retreat from the world, and all the 
diverſions proper for one of her age, no 
doubt but ſhe herſelf will ſoon retire too. 
No, I hope not, ſaid Gaudia; for I ſhou'd 
be very ſorry to have the pretty, genteel 
Dorinda, turn a recluſe with Lucinda, So 
indeed ſhou'd l, anſwer'd Cenſoria; as for 
Lucinda, I don't know any great damage 
that is done by it; for I heard one of her 
intimates ſay the was as weil loſt as found, 
it being always work enough for them to 
keep her tolerably eaſy in her way of life: 
but I take Dorinda to have a far better taſte, 
And I too, ſaid Haugphtitia; or elſe, | aflure 
you, I'd not enter this door. 

Seph. Well on my word, they play'd 
cunning now, beſetting you with flattery. 
Dor. I hey did fo; but, as it was pretty 
viſtble, it had no effect. For J reyiied, in- 
deed ladies I pretend not to lay claim to 
thoſe qualifications you have been ſ-verally 
pleas'd to confer on me; but I muſt beg your 
pardons if I once again attempt to ſet you 
right in your notions cf Lucinda. She is 
far from attempting toretire from the world. 
You very well know, notwithſtanding their 
birth and fortunes, which render them con- 
ſiderable in the eyes of the world, thoſe Lu- 
cinda has been ſo intimate with, have had a 
Cz much. 
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much looſer education than ſhe, or any of 
us had. You cannot be inſenſible, that they 
take great liberties in their ſpeech, profan- 
ing the name of God; and in their actions 
in divers reſpecte, too notorious to be hid; 
and there fore, when LVcinda was brought 
to ſerious refl: ction, is it any wonder the 
no longer delighted in ſuch ſociety: nor 
is it any thing mor: ſtrange, that they have 
not only foiſaken but derided her for it. 
But that ſhe is therefore grown unſociable, 
is far from being the caſe. Had you been 
here yeſterday, I believe you wou'd have 
diſcern'd no alteration in her, except, 
having heard of it, you had watch'd her 
the more narrowiy, as I ind you have now 
done me, on my {peaking in her favour, 
T his ſpeech ſilenc'd them all. And op- 
portunely tea came ia as they were all at a 
full ſtand, 

Sepb. I think you ſtood it out courage- 
oully ; for three againſt one his hard, But 

o on. ä 

Der. I ſhall give you no farther particu- 
Jars of our converſation, as at tea, and after 
a variety of ſubjects came upon the ſtage; 
only obſerve to you, that poor Gaudia quite 
tir d me with an account of dreſs and 
faſhions, which the others animadverted 
upon; Haughtitia in her ſcornſul, and 
Cenſeria in her detracting way. 

Seph. I think Cenſoris was the worſt to 
bear with; for as bad as vanity and pride 
are, ill nature and detraction appear to me 

the moſt miſchievous to ſociety, 
EL | . Dor, 


o 
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Der. It is ſo : and therefore how little 
ſoever 1 lik'd it, I paſs'd over in ſilence 
Gaudia's deſcription of tne dreſs of ſuch 
and ſuch perſons as ſhe nam'd, and like- 
wiſe ſome lofty expreſſions of Haug htitia 
concerning thoſe ſhe thought beneath her. 
But the remarks Cenjoria made, I cou'd not 
hear and fit mute; for as ſhe cou'd let no 
one paſs without ſome fpiteful reflection, 
either on their dreſs, perſon or character, 
as I happen'd to know ſomewhat of them, 
I wou'd not ſuffer one to be diſmiſt till I 
had put in a word by way of commenda- 
tion as we went along. This | ſaw Cen- 
ſoria took, and cou'd perceive it ſtung her 
to the quick. And now Sophia, by this 
account you may judge how likely we ſeem 
to wear off an acquaintance, which I began 
only to oblige my papa; and which there- 
fore I ſhou'd rejoice if they wou'd drop on 
their fide. And that it may be fo, as I 
have made this beginning, 1 ſhall not fa] 
in the returns I make to the viſit, to carry 
on if poflible to a greater length my free. 
dom with them; which I hope will prevent 
my having any more of that work, 

Soph. But perhaps if you come to talk 
more plainly to them, you may be a means 
of convincing them of their faults, and that 
will be far better than breaking off. 

Dor. I think there is no likelihood of it, 
theſe having each a darling paſſion indulg'd 


to ſo great a degree; and no ſign of any 


regard to religion, as you may perceive by 


what they ſaid of Lucinda. 
C5 Sepb. 


. 
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Soph. This makes the cafe indeed much 
more doubtful, for a ſenſe of duty will ex- 
cite to far more vigorous attempts to ſub- 
due any ungovern'd paſſion, than any other 
conſideration. But your diſcourſe may 
bring them to ſome reflections which may 
have a happy effect. And particularly poor 
Gaudia, who, by what I have heard, has 
every qualification that wou'd render her 
an agreeable companion, were ſhe not ſo 
wholly engroſs'd by mere vanity. Cou'd 
ſhe be brought once ſeriouſly to conſider 
how mean and low thoſe ſubjects are that 
take up her time and thoughts, compar'd 
with thoſe nobler objects that demand her 
attention; what mere trifles faſhion and 
dreſs are, to draw the chief regards of a ra- 
tional creature, deſign'd for a never-ending 
ſtate; I can't think but it wou'd have ſome 
influence on her conduct. 

Dor. You are fo far right, that there 
ſeems moſt hopes of her; ſhe is to be ſure 
very affable in her behaviour, and good- 
humor'd in all her diſcourſe; and I] believe 
her being left ſo young by her mamma, has 
been a great diſadvantage to her ; for as 
her papa is me rich, has no other child, 
and is extremely fond of her, he never 
thinks any thing too coſtly for her. And 
thus being from her infancy indulg'd in 
following every new faſhion, it ſeems to 
be grown into a habit; and the contrivance 
for dreſs, appears to her the moſt important 
affair that can come before her, | 

| Soph. 


p 


, 
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Szph. What is Mr.—? I thought he 


— 
2 
. . 
9 


was a ſober man; has he taken no pains 


to furniſh her mind? 

Dor. He is, I believe, a very religious 
perſon, and has not been wanting accord- 
ing to his opportunities; but he is little at 
home, and J fear ſhe is fallen into the hands 
of ſuch as have been an obſtruction to her 
improvement in true wiſdom. | 

Soph. Well, theſe are all ſo many mo- 
tives to excite your ſerious attempt; and 
who knows how far God may tucceed it ? 
however, you will find ſatisfaction herein. 


DIATL OG u 


FRIENDSHIP in AFFLICTION.. 
Between ' Emilia and Orinda, 


Emil. WELCOME. my dear Orinda ;. 


this day of your return I have 


with no ſmall! impatience waited for. 


Orin. Tis with pleafure I ſee my Emilia 


again; I hope you are all well ? 


Emil. We are now, I bleſs God; but 
my dear mamma has been fo ill, I was: 


afraid J ſhou'd have loſt her. 


Orin, Pray how are all my old acquain- 


tances; particularly dear Sylvia? 


Emil. She was pretty well yeſterday; 


and, in general, I believe they are all ſo. 
Orin. Pray what is the matter then; 
for I perceive you ſpeak faintly ? 


Emil. Have you not heard that Sylvia's: 
C Orin. 


papa is dead ? 


* : , 
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Orin. Not a word cf it? J aſk'd my 


ſiſter how all my friends did, and l remem- 
ber ſhe look'd at my mamma, who replied 
for her, they are all pretty well. I ſap- 
poſe ſhe was loth I ſhou'd know 'till I had 
'din'd; for as I always took her for a very 
dutiful child, it muſt, to be ſure, be a great 
affliction ; but I hope ſhe will wear it off 
in a little time, as the cou'd have (I think) 
no very tender affection for a father that 
ſhow'd ſo little regard to her. But pray 
how has he acted at laſt? | hope he has not 
diſcoyer'd his partiality in his will, but has 
at leaſt left them equal. 

Emil. Yes, he has left em equal indeed; 

but that is, Orinda / the mpſt ſhocking part 
of the ſtory, I his equality amounts to no- 
thing but their cloaths. _ 
_.- Orin. Is it poſſible? You have ſo ſur- 
priz'd me, I can ſcarce believe my ears! 
Lyſander dead! and left nothing for his 
children! poor Sylvia / 

Emil. It is but too certain a reality; I 
have never been one day from her; ſo that 
I have been the melancholy eye and ear 
witneſs of all ſhe has gone through, 

Orin. And is ſne not quite overwhelm'd ? 
I am ſure my blood runs cold with think- 
ing of her. 

. Emil. She was greatly diſtreſs'd all the 
time Lyſander lay, which was about a week. 
Orin. Pray what did he dic of2 
Emil. His horſe threw him and broke 
— leg which was attended with a violent 

ver. 


Or in. 
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Orin. Was he ſenſible any of the time? 
Emil. He had intervals, in which he 

ſeem'd to be under great concern. 
Orin. Did he continue his partiality to 
the laſt? | 

Emil. It rather appeared to be turn'd 
the other way; for Sy/via, who ſoon ap- 
prehend: d his danger, diſcover'd the deep- 
eſt concern for him, and was very aſſiduous 
in her attendance on him; and he expreſs'd 
when ſenlibic, the moſt tenderaffection for 
her. As for Flora, ſhe, imagining no dan- 
ger, Jooked on a ſick chamber as too great 
a confinement, and fo indulgent a parent's 
company was no longer agreeable, when 
he -cou'd neither procure for her, nor. ac- 
company her in any party of pleaſure ; fo 
that ſhe was generally below, amuling her- 
ſelf with one trifle or another. 

Orin. A very different deportment in- 
deed, but what might be expected from their 
widely different characters. And yet I 
wonder that Flora, whom I took to be good- 
natur'd, though giddy, ſhou'd ſhow no con- 
cern on ſuch an occaſion. 

Emil. When ſhe found there was no hope, 
ſhe took on at a ſad rate; and when he was 
dead, ſhe for a time appear'd ſo too: but 
there wou'd have been no fear of her ſink- 
ing under her grief, had ſhe not ſoon under- 
ſtood that ſhe had with her father loſt her all. 
Ca this account ſhe is indeed as yet incon- 
folable, and we are afraid of the event; ſo 
that, notwithſtanding my ſuperior affec- 

dlon 
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tion for Sylvia, I have not been able to re- 
fuſe her the largeſt ſhare in my pity. 

Orin. She is to be pitied to be ſure, but 
I can't be of your mind, for you know we 
ſay charity begins at home ; and ſure then, 
though we ought to compaſſionate others, 
our pity muſt work the ſtrongeſt towards 
our deareſt friends, and their griefs touch 
us more ſenſibly, | 

Emil. Tis very true, we muſt needs find 
ourſelves the deepeſt ſharers in their diſ- 
treſs. I only mean, that I think Flore's 
caſeon many accounts far the moſt piti- 
able. Sylvia's behaviour, thro' the whole 
of this trying time, bas been ſuch as ſeem'd 
to raiſe the paſſions of wonder and eſteem, 
rather than pity. And ] hope I ſhall ever 
have cauſe to bleſs God, that his provi- 
dence call'd me not only to viſit but almoſt 
to live in that houſe of mourning. For 
the guardian Lyſander has left, whois Evan- 
der, knowing our intimacy, begg'd I wou'd 
be with Sylvia as much as I cou'd, which 
my mamma was very willing I ſhould. 

Orin.. I well know Sylvia had long ago 
renounced this world as her portion, and 
placed her ſupreme happineſs in things far 
ſuperior to what this whole globe can furs. 
niſh out, But yet to be left fatherleſs, to 
be ſtript of all at once, and ſo very unex- 
pectedly, appears a ſhock too great for the 
ſtrongeſt mind to bear up under, with any 
degree of calmneſs, without extraordinary: 


ſupport, | 
Em th, 
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Emil. Yet thus has the power of divine 
grace, diſplay'd it's efficacy on her young 
and tender mind. She mourn'd her parent 
ia a manner becoming a dutiful and affec- 
tionate child, that had learn'd and labour'd 
to pr Niſo che uuty of reſignation. Indeed 
when ſhe carried her thoughts beyond the 
grave, it wou'd ſometimes almoſt ſhock her 
tender frame. Yet here the ſtrives to let 
in all the glimmerings of light that appear, 
by reflecting on the pleaſure with which 
he heard her read to him in ſome intervals 
of reaſon, thanking her for it, and telling 
her he hoped, that God' whom ſhe ſerved, 
wou'd be her conſtant father and friend, 
and take care of her tho' he had not. Then 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs he begged of 
God to pardon his ſins, and, with that pe- 
tition in his mouth expired. And, for my 
part, I have thought it my duty to encou- 
rage theſe hopes in her, as *tis not for us 
to ſay what God may do at laſt, in a way 
of ſovereign grace. 

Orin, I am of your mind herein; for 
tho” the caſe of a ſick bed repentance ſeems 
too dubious to encourage any to truſt to it, 
I think for ſurviving friends to hope the 
beſt is erring however on the charitable 
ſide, and is certainly molt for their comfort. 
But pray how long had he been dead be- 
fore the finiſhing part of the tragedy was 
preſented ? | 

Emil. But two days. Evander finding 
immediately by the ſteward there wou'd be 

nothing 


— 
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nothing: for them, reſol ved not to admini- 
ſter, and was obliged to inform them, on 
account of the preparations they were to 
make for their mourning, and the manner 
in which he was to be buried. 

Orin. This was affliction on sft&ion_. 
indeed | I ſuppoſe you were not witneſs of 
the reception the firſt gave it? 

Emil. Yes, | was: Evander did it with 
a great deal of prudence and tenderneſs, at 
firſt only telling them he found it was pro- 
per to make a very private funeral, Ly/an- 


ders circumſtances being not what was 


imagined, which he was very ſorry for on 
their account. What] ſaid Flora, haſtily, 
had not my papa five thouſand pound in 


. Rocks, beſides his eſtates ? He always told 


me I ſhould have my ſhare in every thing, 
and what he had there beſides, At which 
Evander ſhaking his head, Sylvia ſaid, Sir, 
I plainly ſee my ſiſter is greatly diſappoint» 
ed ; for my part, I have thought ſome time 


that my poor papa's expences muſt be be- 


yond his income, and therefore ſhan't be 


ſurpriz'd to hear that we have nothing to 


truſt to but the eſtates ; nay, nor ſhall I 
much wonder if they are not clear. Then, 
Sylvia, replied he, | hope you will the bet- 


ter bear to hear that the one is ſold, and 


the other here he ftopt. What! ſays 
ſhe, is. mortgag'd I ſuppoſe? He not pre- 
ſently anſwering, ſhe ſaid, I believe I too 
well forebode all is gone? Oh] ſaid Evan- 
der, can you, Sylvia, thus unmoy'd, enter- 
tain ſuch a ſuſpicion? Can you quit your 

worldly 
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worldly all? I hope I can, ſaid ſhe, divine 
grace aſſiſting me; for I truſt | have a 
better inheritance, of which I can never be 
deprived. Evander was going to tep'y, 
when he was call'd out As for Hora, it 
was with difficulty we made her believe 
Evander was in earneſt; and when ſhe did 
ſhe fell into the utmoſt diſtreſs, in which 
ſhe ſtill continues. But they will be won- 
dering why I am not there; I'll go and 
give Sylvia the pleaſing news of your arri- 
val. Won't you ſtep to-night? © 

Orin, If I can poſſibly. Pray tell her 
how deeply I ſympathize with her, and 
how much | long to ſee her, 


DIALOGUE VI. 
] he ſame continued, 
ettbcen Orinda and Amalia, 


B 
— Am heartily g'ad to ſee my dear 
Amaſia again. 

Amaſ. By meer accident I heard you 
were come, and [I think I may ſay it was 
for the firſt time that the paſſion of joy has 
been rais'd in my breaſt this month paſt. 

Orin, You turprize me! | have en- 
qui:ed aſter you fince I came home, and-1 
was informed you are all well. 

Amaſ. Yes, I bleſs God, we are all in 
good healthexcept my papa, and he is much 
as when you went ; but you have, I doubt 
not, heard of the unhappy change made in 
the condition of one in our little knot of 
Intimates, *T'is this that has fo oppreſs'd. 

me, 


* 
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mez, and perhaps more than any other of 
her friends on one account. 

Orin, If, as J ſuppoſe, you refer to poor 
Sylvia's affliction; Emilia gave me the me- 
lancholy account yeſterday, ſoon after 1 
came, and I am ſure I fincerely ſympathize 
with her, as I believe do all her friends: 
but we ought not, Amaſia, to ſuffer either 
our own afflictions, or thoſe of our deareſt 
aſſociates, to fink ſo deep into our breaſts, 
as to baniſh all joyful and pleafing ſenſa- 
tions, ſince we, and they, even at the loweſt 
ebb of outward comfort, have yet ſtreams 
enough to feed our gratitude and joy. 
What your particular cauſe of grief may 
be, on her account, I am a ſtranger to. 

Amaſ. To tell you freely, my own fore- 
bodings preſage, that I am likely ſoon to 
be a ſecond inftance of the ſame kind. 

Crin. To be ſure, Amaſia, ſuch a provi- 
dence-calls loud to us her friends to conſi- 
ger the uncertainty of all earthly enjoy- 
ments, and ought to be a leſſon to teach us. 
the vanity of raifirig our expectations from 
any ' preſent proſpects. Yet to fill our 
breaſts with diſtreſſing fears, leſt we ſhare a 
like cataſtrophe, I think will be a great 
evil, eſpecially in us who. are eye witneſſes 
of that heroic and truly chriſtian manner, 
in which $&lvia bears up under hers; we 
ought rather to hope that, ſhou'd we be 
call'd to the ſame trial, we may be favour'd 
with like ſupports, However you know 
our bleſſed Lord has ſaid, Sufficient to the 

day 
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day is the evil thereof; and therefore he 
has kindly,' as well as moſt wiſely, made 
it our duty not to take any anxious thought 
about futurity, - 

Amaſ. | believe | have far more ground 
for my fears than you imagine, tho' I will 
own I may exceed in the degrees of them. 
You know, I don't doubt, that my papa 
was a great companion of Ly/ander's in his 
moſt expenſive diverſions, as Chloe was with 
Flora; and tho' I never menticn'd it be- 
fore to any but Sy/via, who cou'd not be 
kept ignorant of the diſtinction that was 
made at our houſe, this was the ground of 
it. For as my dear mamma, by the bleſſing 
of God, has been ſucceſsful, in ſome 
meaſure, in her attempts to raiſe my 
thoughts avove the vanities of childhood 
and youth, to things of a far more exalted 
nature, and in which I am infinitely more 
concern'd; my papa ſoon brought Chloe 
to deſpiſe her inſtruction, and giadly fall 
in with all his ſchemes for pleaſure. Often 
will he take her by 'the hand and ſay, 
Come, my dear, we'll go ſpend the evening 
at ſuch a place at cards, or go to ſuch an 
entertainment, and leave your pious mamma 
and Amaſia to their devotions. 

Orin, I am aftoniſh'd ! I always thought 
Amander bore a good character. I know 1 
have indeed heard my papa ſay he thought 
*twas a pity he was ſo much with Lyſander. 

Amaſ. | believe he never was guilty of 


Lyſanaer's exceſſes, but has to be ſure fol- 
lowed 
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lowed: his example fo far as to waſte his 
ſubKance, impair his health, and take him 
entirely off from thoſe purſuits which. are 
moſt worthy of the man, and much more 
of the chriſtian. And the grief this is to 
my mamma, as well as to myſelf, you, who 
are a ſtranger to this kind of trouble, can 
but faintly gueſs. | 

Orin. I am ſorry. to hear this indeed 
but wou'd not have you diſtreſs yourſelf 
with fears of, what may never happen, but 
ſtill repoſe your truſt in that God whom 
you have choſen for your portion, firmly 
believing he will be your ſtay and ſuccour 
in every day. of diſtreſs. Can you think of 
Sy/via, and fear? 

Amaſ. But alas! I am not likely, to go 
thro' ſuch ſcenes. wich her calmneſs and 
reſignation | | ; 
Orin. What ſhou'd hinder ? We. never 
took Sylvia to be one of the ſtouteſl courage; 
and I well know ſhe'll not be offended at 
my ſay ing, tis a ſtrength ſuperiot to her 
own that has borne her up; and conſola- 
tions no leſs than divine that have ſo re- 
freſh'd her ſpirits, as to cauſe her to fit more 
calm and chearful in the midit of this dread- 
ful wreck, than ſpectatois can be, who on! 
view the ſtorm at a diſtance. And have not 
you and 1, my dear mafia. the ſame all- 
powerfui and gracious arm for our ſupport, 
and the ſame ſtreams of divine conſolations 
to repair to, ſhou'd our time of trial come? 
and we have each of us a tender and pious 
mamma, which poor Sylvia has not. 

Amaſ. 
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Amaſ. This is all very true. I muſt with 
ſhame, own my diſtruſtful imagination 
hurries me on too faſt, to conſider theſe 
things in a proper light. We ſhou'd not 
de left to the wide world like Sylvia, were 
our papa's dead and all we had gone, 

Orin. But were we ftript of our all be- 
low, whilft we can look up to God as our 
father, we ſhou'd not eſteem ourſelves deſ- 
titute z his penetrating eye can find a way 
for our ſuccour ; and his kind and power- 
ful providence, by -moſt unthought-of 
means, provide for us, And (tho' ths is as 
yet kept private) [ aſſure you I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing the ſteps that are taking 
tn Sylvia's favour. 

Ama}. it ſhall be as ſecret as if only in 
your own brealt, Pray let me hear the 
particulars, 

Orin, | ſtept laſt night to ſee her. She 
met me at the parlour door, with a ſerene 
countenance ; but our firſt ſalutation was 
too moving not to bring fome tears into 
her eves, as it did floods into mine. When 
ſhe ſaw me too ſull to ſpeak, ſhe recover'd 
herſelf and thus addreſs:d me. My dear 
Orinda, you ſce here your poor Sylvia an 
orphan, and ſtript of all that cou'd recom- 
mend her to the eye of the world or pre- 
tended friends; but I perſwade myſelf I 
ſhall ſtill poſſeſs the ſame ſhare in your 
affection ; as I hope my mind has ſuſtain'd 
no damage, nay rather that ſome of the 


ſoil and duſt it had contracted is wen. 
© 
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off by theſe heavy and repeated ſtrokes, 
And as it was my temper, and views of 
things, you always ſaid you lov'd your Sy- 
dia for, I doubt not but you will now ſhow 
the ſincerity of your profeffions ]! After 
giving her the warmeſt aſſurances of my / 
regard I cou'd find words to expreſs, 1 
told her I queſtion'd not but that God, to 
whom ſhe in ſo remarkable a manner ſub- 
mitted, wou'd ſome way make bare his arm 
for her relief. She replicd, I doubt it not; 
and as to what way it ſhall be, am not at 
all ſolicitous; there being no ſtation or em- 
ployment in life too mean for me to ſtoop 
to, with ſome compoſure, if providence 
lead me into it: 'tis my heavenly Father 
who hath, for ſo many years, exalted me be- 
yend g, eat numbers round about me, that 
hath ſeen meet now to caſt me down, and 
lay me level with the loweſt; and ſure I 
ought to ſubſcribe to his wiſcom and good- 
neſs herein, as well as his power, tho? I 
may not ſee the reaſons of this procedure, 

Amaſ. But what, will her uncle Sir 
John take no care of them? I know he is 
very brutiſh. 

Orin, 1 mention'd him to her; to which 
ſhe replied, Evander was ſo kind as to go 
over as ſoon as he knew how affairs were; 
but he only gave him the hearing, ſhewing 
no concern either for his brother's death, 
or for the poor orphans. So that, ſaid ſhe, 
I fee nothing likely to be my lot but ſervi- 
tude, which 1 hope I ſhall cheerfully ſub- 
_ 3 mit 
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mit to, if it may but pleaſe God to appoigt 
my ſtation in a ſober family. This is at 
preſent my greateſt care for myſelf, I re- 
ply'd, I hop'd a kind providence wou'd 
appear for her in a way more ſuitable to 
her birth and education. She thank'd me 
for my good wiſhes, and we parted; I re- 
turning with a heavy heart. 

Amaſ. | thought you was going to tell 
me ſomewhat .agreeable, but this is ſtill 
all ſad. 

Orin, No, not all ſad; I think her de- 
portment is matter of great joy to her 
friends, who ſee or hear of it. | 

Amcſ. That's true; But I mean as to 
her preſent circumſtances, 

Orin. I was going to tell you, that, 
when I came home, I with many tears 
relat-d this converſation. to my papa and 
mamma, who were not much leſs affected 
than I; but my papa ſaid, Come my dear 
chear up, and don't thus diſtreſs yourſelf; 
for I am firmly perſwaded ſuch ſhining 
merit as Sy/via's will not go wholly unte- 
warded in this world; 1 doubt not but 
you'll foon hear better news than that ſhe 
is become à common ſervant: I'll go to- 
morrow morning to Sir %u, and, if he 
has not a heart of rock, I hope to melt 

him. 
| Amaſ. This was very kind; and I be- 
lieve your papa cou d do as much as an 
body with him. How did he ſucceed? 

Orin. He pleaded their cauſe very hard; 
but Sir Jahn ſaid, As for Syivia, ſhe was 

too 
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ly to come into- his houſe; he 
ſhou'd be afraid ſhe wou'd put ſome of her 
religious notions into his childrens heads, 
and make them as preciſe as herſelf; and 
for Flora, his brother had brought her up 
too extravagantly for him to have any 
thing to do with her; ſo that they muſt 
e'en do as they cou'd. My papa then 
pleaded, that he wou'd at leaſt do ſome- 
what for their preſent ſupply, till ſome 
way cou'd be thought on. On this he ſaid, 

Urge me no farther on Sy/via's behalf; ſhe 
ſha!l never have a farthing from me; ſhe is 
old enough to go out, and ſervice is the 
fitteſt thing for her. But as for Flora, | will 
pay for her board one year, if you can find 
any perſon that will take her at a low rate; 
and by that time perhaps her pride may be 
abated, and then I ſhould like the girl well 
enough in our houſe. On this my papa 
propos'd Mrs. s as a proper place, to 
which ſhe is to go. 

Ama ſ. Well, I am glad Flora is at pre- 
ſent provided for, and in ſuch a way, 
which ma» be che happy means of bring- 
ing her to {ome reflection; for this manner 
of life will, J am ſure, be a far greater mor- 
tification to her, than Sy/via's going to 
ſervice will be to her; tho? I ſhould be 
grizved to ſce that. 

Orin. I hope you never will: for, after 
my papa had giv'n me this account, I 
burſt out a crying, and faid, Then here's 


nothing can be done for my dear Sylvia / 
| | Yes, 


N 


E 
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Yes, replied he; come, wipe your eyes 
and clear up, 1 have been contriving both 
for your ſake and hers : How wou'd you like 
to have her to wait on you? You know 
we want one, and thatwou'd be better than 
a common ſervant's place, I was at a great 
loſs what to replliyx. 8 
Amaſ. I wonder at you ! Why don't you 
” approve of that? I am ſure I wiſh I had the 
offer. 
. Orin. As I knew mine was-to go, it was 
one of the firſt thoughts that occurr'd to 
| my mind, and, if I had had an opportunity, 
- fſhou'd have begg'd it as a favour; but, 
when I conſider'd of it, I was as much 
againſt it. | | 
Amaſ. Why, what objection can there be? 
Orin, I, after a pauſe, told my papa, 1 
thought myſelf much oblig'd to him for his 
propoſal, which I was very ſenſible he made 
out of a kind regard to us both; but that I 
muſt own it wou'd give me a continual un- 
eaſineſs to have one that | had always look'd 
upon as my ſugerior, plac'd in ſuch a ſta- 
tion under me; and I ſhou'd be in conſtant 
pain, leſt any thing in my behaviour ſhou'd 
grieve her. Well, my dear, anſwered my 
papa, I am very glad to ſee in you ſuch a 
foundation laid for ſincere and laſting friend. 
ſhip, and the juſt notions you form of theſe 
things, I only propos'd it to hear what you 
wou'd ſay, being entirely of your mind, as 
is alſo your mamma. But we imagine that 
you wou'd not be diſpleas'd, if inſtead of a 
-D ſervant 
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ſervant you had a companion; and as this 
will entirely remove your objection, I am 
perſwaded Sy/via's good ſenſe, piety, and 
gratitude wilF influence her to behave ſo as 
to give you no unealineſs another way. 
What ſay you to this, my dear I imme- 
diately replied, this was an offer I ſhou'd 
with the greateſt thankfulneſs except. I 
was going on in my acknowledgments, * 
when he was ſent for out. But I dare ſay 
it is a thing agreed on. 

- » Amaſ. I his is good news indeed; Sylvia 
on ſuch terms will be far happier in your 
houſe than ever {hE was in her own, on 
many accounts. Well, I ſhall return much 
eaſier in my mind than Icame, And 1 hope 
ſuch inſtructions, and ſuch an example, 
will be the happy means of keeping me for 
the future ſrom giving way to ſuch diſtruſt» 
ful thoughts, 

+ Orin. | hope they will, dear Amaſia ; 3 I 
thank you for this vis ad {hall ſoon re- 
turn it. 


Amaſ. The ſooner the gore agreeable, 


DIALOGUE VII. 


Betu een Charlotte, and Olivia, on brotherly 
| Love. 


- Char, I was in great expectation of ſceing 
you yeſterday, Olivia. 


Oliv. As 1 was out the day before, I was 
oblig'd to lit cloſe to in ſome work that 


Was 


SD 
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was in haſte; elſe I ſhou'd not have deferr d 
my viſit; for 1 long to tell you of my tour. 

Char. What, was you out of town? 

Oliv. Yes, my papa, mamma, and I, ſet 
out early in the morning and walk'd to ——, 
where we breakfaſted, and then went on to 
Cleander s, where we ſpent the reſt of the 
day; and had I imagin'd the walk half fo 

FN pleaſant as it was, or the entertainment ſo 
agreeable, I ſhould have aſk'd you to have 
gone with us, for I wiſh'd for you there. 

Char, I love ſuch a walk and to be in 
country-houſes very much, and ſhou'd have 
lik'd to have gone, only that wou'd have 
brought me under an obligation of form- 

Ing an acquaintanee with Daphne, which I 
am not fond of, and therefore it 1s better 
as it is. I ſuppoſe you muſt aſk her to re- 
turn your viſit ? - 

Olin. Yes, to be . I did, and believe 
ſhall be far from repenting it on my account: 
for. I aſſure you, Charle:te, what I found 
wanting in the polite and modiſh education 
moſt of our agquaintance have had, was 
abundantly made up by the unaffected free- 
dom and ſweetneſs of her behaviour, and 
that good fenſe and piety with which her 
converſation was adorn'd ; ſo that I never 

ſpent a pleaſanter afternoon in my life, 

Char. Pray then give me ſome of the par- 

ticulars, for you ſeem very full of it. 

Oliv. After dinner, Daphne and her bro- 
ther Clio aſk'd me to take a walk; when we 
had been round the „ which was large 

2 and 
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and neat, we went into the orchard, and 


Daphne ſaid, Pray, Clio, let us ſhow Olivia SY 


our arbor, deeaufe, tho? it be but homely, 
it is a ſort of curioſity, This faid, we made 
up to a great tree, where by a ſort of natural 
ſteps we aſcended, till we came to a part 
where the main arms of it were bent into 


pretty convenient ſeats for three or four per- 


ſons, whilſt ſome-of the higher and ſmalter 


ſerv'd for ſhelves to lay books on. I was. 
charm'd with a ſcene ſo new and agreeable, 


the boughs over us forming a ſufficient ſhade, 
and yet Jeaving us a moſt delightful proſpect 


of the adjacent country, which at this height 


we ſaw to advantage. 


Char, That muſt be very pretty.; z I begin 
to wiſh 1 bad been with-you. | 


Oliv, I affure yeu 1 have not yet told 


you of my beſt entertainment there. 


Char. No! W bar, have they a cloſet ? 


| Pray what rarities did they give you? 


Oliv. O, my dear, it was a feaſt for m 
mind, which you know prefer to the plea- 
ſing my taſte, Upon my look ing into two 


books that lay there, Daphne aſk'd me if I 


lov'd poetry; 1 told her, yes, exttemely 
well: then, ſaid ſhe, Clio will read you 
ſome I believe you will like; on which he 
@ Pull'd out a pocket- bock, and read two 
copies ſent him lately in letters; one was 
on the pleaſures of a retir'd life, written he 
ſaid by a friend, who had ſpent many a de- 
+ lightful hour with them in that retreat, I 


_— other, 


* 


thought them exceeding pretty, And the 
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other, tho' more melancholy, I was quite 
» Charm'd wi'h. They were on the ſudden 


death of a very ingenious and pious young 
gentleman that Clio knew, and made by one 
of his intimate acquaintance, 

Char. I with I had heard them. 


Oliv. You ſhall ſoon ſee them; for I ex- 
preſs'd ſo much pleaſure in hearing them, 


that Clio veryobligingly offer'd to write them 


out for me. Whew we had paſs'd about 
an hour there, in very agreeable converſa- 
tion, we went in, and Daphne took me up 


to her cloſet, where was a very curious 


collection of books, which I found by her 
diſcourſe had not ſtood there only for ſhow, 
but had moſt of them been well uſed. Here 
we-ſat ſome time, and upon my ſaying I 
thought ſhe liv'd very pleaſantly, ſhe reply'd 
ſmiling, 1 believe moſt of you young ladies 


wou' d be of a different mind, to be cloyſter'd 


up like nuns at ſuch a diſtance from town, 
and go thither no oit'ner than we do. 

Char. She was ſmart enough upon you 
there Olivia; for we thou'd ſoon be lick of 
ſuch a dull life, I believe; I know I ſhou'd 
for one, 

Oliv. I can't tell what you might be; 


but, I am perſuaded, 1 ſhou'd never com- 


plain of her retirement joined with her 
pleaſures. She own'd that perhaps even 


uſe wou'd not render it ſo to her, were it 
not for the ſociety of Clio; it.is his affee- 


tionate behaviour, and improving delight- 
ful * ſaid ſhe, that falls up 
3 many 


— 2 
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| many of theſe ſeemingly dull hours, with a 
| - pleaſure that fully makes up my want of 
other company: I reply'd, I cou'd eaſily 
believe her by the obſervations I had made 
in this little time, there appearing, in their 
behaviour not only the affection ſuitable 
to the relation, but the freedom and inti- 
macy of friends. You are in' the right, 
faid the: our brotherly love, which was 
«* Always ſtronger to each other than is ſeen 
in many families, has been for years paſt 
greatly increaſed and. cemented, by the ſtill 
more endearing bonds of chriſtian friend- 
ſhip. We have, ever ſince we were brought 
to any ſerious reflection, with the utmoſt 
openneſs unbeſm'd all our fears and ſcruples, 
all our hopes and joys to each other, which, 
as it hath been of mutual fervice for our in- 
"creaſe in knowledge and piety, fo hath it 
rais'd our affection to a degree of ardour, 
and exalted and refin'd it, beyond what 
thoſe can imagine who have never joined 
the endearing titles of brother and friend in 
one name, We have a large ſtock of know- 
ledge to repair to in our libraries, and are 
daily, I hope adding out of them to the ſmall 
furniture of our minds; and we have a pretty 
good acquaintance, who, tho' we can but 
ſeldom meet, are fo. good as to give us 
frequent-entertainment by their agreeable - 
epiſtles. And now, Charlotte, I think you 
won't wonder I was pleaſed with my viſit. 
| Char. No, nor at your wanting fo much 
'to inform me of it neither, I thank you 
5 | | | for 
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for your reprovf. I am ſure you have 

ſtruck me home. > 

Oliv. What do you mean, Charlotte? I 
am ſure | had no thought of offending you, 
in any thing I have ſaid. 

Char. No, I don't take it in that light 
indeed ; but you do not think me ſo dull 
of apprehenſion as not to ſee your deſign, 
for then you, wou'd have wholly loſt your 
labour. You have drawn a very bright 
contraſt to the dark ſhades in our houſe, 
and I have not fail'd putting them together 
as you went along. 
Oliv. Upon my word I had no ſuch view. 
I knew not that Si/vander and you were 
wanting, either in affection or the proper 
ways of expreſſing it. 

Char. Have you ever ſeen, or heard of 
any thing like what I have been relating? 

Oliv. No, indeed; but you know Sil- 
vander is not with us. And tho' I have 
not heard you ſay much about him, - I 
affure you 1 never made one reflection up- 
on it; my only view herein was to give 
you. part of the pleaſure 1 had been enjoy- 


ing myſelf. 


Char. Then I muſt fay, that God him- 


ſelf has by you, in a very remarkable way, 


giv'n me this juſt and moſt cutting reproof z 
had you intended it as ſuch, the handſome 
manner in which it was done wou'd have 
render'd my taking it ill quite inexcuſable; 
but that you ſhou'd be thus the innocent 
conveyor of it to me, ſeems to give it a 

4 more 
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more aweful and impreſſive force on my 


mind. I bave reaſon with ſhame to own, 


that Silvander and I ate the reveffe of theſe 

ſhining characters, and that thro' my ſin 

and felly. | 4 | 
Oliv. Nay, now, I dare ſay, you carry 


your ſelf-accuſation too far; for if this is 

the caſe with you, no doubt but Silvander 
has his ſhare of the blame. I never took 
you to be ſo ill-natur'd as to be capable of 


deſerving fuch a load as the whole wou'd 


-be, and in all ſuch caſes there are generally 


U 


faults on both ſides.” 


Char. There may be generally ſo; but ! 


muſt with grief ſay, mine is an exception. 
Silvander is of a ſweet temper, and has been 
very fond of me, *till I have by my car- 


riage wean'd his affections; in a word, he 


was capable in all reſpects of being a Clio, 


had I with all my ſuperior advantage been 
but a Daphne. - F a 


Oliv. It is but ſeldom, I own, that 
perſons are too feyere in cenſuring them- 
ſelves ; but I am perſuaded you are now 


- guilty of that fault. 


. Char. Oh! no, Olivia, I have no fear 
of erring-on that hand, I pray God I 


may be enabled to do this part of my wotk 
- . but ſo effectually as to ſearch out and la- 
- bour to cleanſe that fountain of my own 
corrupt heart, from whence I plainly ſee 


theſe bitter ftreams flow! For I am now 


fully convinc'd of what my mamma has 
often told me, that there is a natural diſ- 


content 
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content and haughtineſs in my temper 


which I ought to have pray'd and ſtriven 


againſt : whereas, alas! I have been deaf 


to theſe remonſtrances, and by indulging, 


% 


your ſtrengthened theſe vicious diſpo- 


tions of my nature. As I was but a year 


younger than my brother, | cou'd not bear 


to think he ſhou'd, in any reſpec, have the 
preference; this created continual jars when 
we were little, and my papa and mamma, 


for the moſt part, taking his fide in all our 


petty debates. (as no doubt they ſaw good 
reaſon to do) I took it into my head to 
imagine it was becauſe he was lov'd beſt, 


from whence aroſe an alienation of afﬀfet- 
tion both from my parents and him, whom 


* 


I look'd upon as the favourite, which, as 
we have grown up, has diſcovered itſelf in 
a ſullen ſhyneſs and reſerve, rather than 
wrangling diſputes ; as we ſeldom, indeed, 
have much converſation together. 
Oliv. If you have done yourſelf juſtice, 


I can't be guilty of ſo much flattery as to 


it migh 


applaud your conduct, indeed, Charlotre. 
But if Silvander be what you have repre- 
ſented him, as you are now ſenfible of your. 


miſtake, it is not too late to have the caſe. 


alter'd, and that with eaſe. 
Char. With eaſe on his fide, I dart ſay 

t. But how ſhall I bring this proud 

and ſtubborn heart of mine, to force a 


. confeſhon to him of my error? Nor will 
it be an eaſy taſk to alter the reſerv' d de- 
- Portmekt of a 2 for the free and 


5 , affectionate 


Oliv. 
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affectionate behaviour of-a ſiſter. What 
mall I do in this caſe? 

Oliv. Keep but upon your mind your 
preſent, views of things, and pray earneſtly 
to God * and ſtrengthen your pious 
reſolutions, and in dependance on his 


aſſiſtance make the attempt, and I doubt. 


not of your ſucceſs. 


5 DIALOGUE vm. 
BETWEEN mne 8 A M E. 
| The ſubje& purſued... 


Am very glad to ſee you, for you 
have been much on my thoughts 
fince we were laſt together. 
Char. I dare fay, I. have not been be- 
hind-hand with you in that reſpece. 
Oliv. I have long'd to know how you 


| have proceeded, and what your ſucceſs. 


has been. 

Char. 1 was, after you left me, greatly 
oppreſt indeed; the guilt and folly of my 
paſt conduct appear'd. in ſuch a light, as 
All'd me with amazement and dilrefs: but 
after I had retir'd, and giv'n vent to my 
grief by a free confeſlion of my fin, and 
earneft prayers for pardon, with 5 ſin- 
cere deſires after thoſe aſſiſtances of divine 
— by which I may be enabled to gain 

ome conqueſt over this my prevailing fin, 


as I have now found it to be; 1 perceived 
ſome ops ariſe in "y breaſt, tho I — 
tin 
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tinued very thoughtful and dejected, which 
was obſerv'd»by the houſe, and they ima- 
gin'd at firſt I was not well; but when [ 
aſſur d my mamma I was, ſhe ſeem'd to 
to rake no farther notice. My great per- 
plexity lay in ſpeaking to Silvander; for 
as I told you we were litt'e together, it 
was almoſt as difficult to find an oppor- 
tunity, as to perform the work when | had 
one; and | cou'd not be eaſy till I had 
taken ſome ſteps in what now | thought ſo 
much my duty and intereſt. But the third 
day after dinner, we were I think provi- 
dentially left alone ſome time; which was 
unuſual. N 

Oliv. Providence often appears for our 
aſſiſtance, when we are really deſirous to 
put in execution our good purpoſes.. 

Char. You will ſee it here plainly, be- 
fore I have done. Silvander, as ſoon as 
the room was clear, came and. ſet himſelf 
down by me, and prevented my beginning, 
which I was going to attempt by taking 
me by the hand, and in a moſt ſweet and 
engaging manner thus addreſs'd me. Pray 
Charlotte, what is it that is the matter with 
you? I am ſure you are very uneaſy ; 
there is a viſible grief in your countenance; 
if you will let me know the occaſion, I 1 
aſſure you I will do all that lies in my 
power to remove it. This treatment, fo 
different from what 1 was convinc'd 1 de- 
. ferv'd at his hands, before any overtures 
made on my ſide, melted me into tears, and 
y 25 D ſtopp'd 
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ftopp'd my ſpeech. He continued preſſing 
me to tell him, and promiſing ſecrecy, 4 
with whatever he cou'd think of to 
perſuade me to ſpeak-; adding, I can't 
bear to ſee you in this diftreſs, for tho“ 
you have not the affection of a fiſter for 
me, I have had that of a brother for you. 
\ Your carriage has indeed greatly dampt it, 
+ but the ſeeing you thus has blown up the 
flame afreſh; and if I can remove your trou- 
ble by any means, ſpeak and 'tis done. To 
ſee my guilt a ſecond time plac'd before my 
Ss view in ſo artleſs and friendly a way, fub- 
dued all the remains of pride and reſerve; 
and as ſoon as I cou'd ſpeak for crying, I 
faid I only wiſh'd I had always lov'd you, 
as I feel I now do; then had we both liv'd 
happy, and I had not known my preſent 
grief. He appear'd aſtoniſh'd at the ſpeech, 
and told me he did not underſtand what I 
meant; he hop'd he had not been the oc- 
caſion of it. I reply'd, My coneern I have 
'F brought on myſelf, by a conſciouſneſs of 
my unſuitable behaviour to youꝗʒ but you 
are the only perſon that can remove it, by 
an aſſurance of your forgiving my paſt coh- 
duct, which I hope I am too fully con- 
'vinc'd of the evil of, ever to give you any 
reaſon for the like complaints. He imme- 
diately took me in his arms, and in the 
tendereſt manner ſaid, My dear ſiſter, ſpeax 
not of the paſt, tis all with me as if it had 
never been; the pleaſure of your future love 
and friendſhip will give me a joy I want 
+ d 1% | 4 4 words 4 
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words to expreſs. I was 
reply, when he was call'd out, and I re- 


| 1 a great 


able ee. 
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g to make a 


tir d to vent myſelf in mingled tears of 
grief and joy; joy for this happy reconci- 
liation, and grief that I ſhou'd be guilty of 


ſuch diſmgenuous behaviour towards ſo 


kind, ſo deſerving a relation. 

Oliv. His deportment on the occaſion 
was very engaging indeed; and, as you ſay, 
providence made the path of duty you had 
to walk in remarkably plain and eaſy.” Have 
you had any particular converſation: ſince? 

Char. Yes; that ſame evening as I was 
walking in the garden, and contriving how 
I] ſhou'd act in the beſt manner to diſcover 
the ſincerity of my profeſſion, he came to 
me, and, bringing a Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, 
told me, as he knew I lik'd it, he deſir'd I 
wou'd' accept of it in remembrance of this 


happy day. I having in my pocket a book 


of poems I had lately bought, took it out 
and begg'd he wou'd likewiſe accept of 
that, as I truſted theſe might be look*d up- 
on by us to the end of life, as tokens of a 


true and laſting affection, and as ſtanding 
witneſſes of that bond of friendſhip into 


which we mutually enter'd. To which 


he replied, mal on my part, 
— = doubt not on yours the 
My mamma coming into the garden, pre- 


vented any farther particular diſcourſe Wot 
night ; but 33 and to-day we have 
al of free, rs profit- 


Oli. 


1 

1 
| 
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Oliv. I am heartily glad to hear this, 
and doubt not but you will find both pleaſure 
and advantage in ſuch a courſe, as the culti- 


vating brotherly love is one of thoſe com- 
mands, in the keeping of which there is a 
- great, preſent reward. 


Char. | have found it fo already, enjoy- 
that peace and ſatisfaction in my own 


bret to which before I was an utter 


ſtranger. 
Oliv. And, no doubt but it will oive 2 


very great pleaſure to your dear parents to 
fee you thus dwell together in love and 


unity, which is a- conſideration that may 
give you much ſatisfaction. 

"Cher. It is very true, and J have had a 
taſte” of it already; for this morning my 
mamma told me, ſhe had with great deli ght 
obſerv'd the alteration, and that I A 
ſcarce conceive what an addition it wou'd 


make to the happineſs of her life, to ſee us 


live in that love and harmony we now ex- 


- preſs'd. And added, 1 hope my dear you 


yourſelf find ſo much 'pleafure from it as 
will be an inducement to you to perſevere. 


I reply'd, I did fo; that ĩt was no ſmall con- 


cern to me to reflect on the uneaſineſs I had 


- pecafion'd her by my. temper and beha- 
'viour ; but as I hop'd I had ſeen both the 
fin and the folly of it, and begg'd pardon 


of God for it, I doubted not 1 ſhou'd ob- 


tain her's, and alſo a continuance of thoſe 
kind inſtructions which I had too much diſ- 


regarded, but which for. the future I hop'd 
I ſhould: 
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1 ſhould gladly attend to. She embrac'd me 


with tears of joy, and ſaid, My dear, you 


have from me as full and. free forgiveneſs 
as I truſt we ſhall both find with heaven 
for our mani fold offences; and it gives me 
the higheſt ſatisfaction to perceive this 
change has proceeded from a conviction of 
the evil of a contrary behaviour, which 
ſeems the ſureſt ground to hope that it will 
be laſting. She was going to proceed, 
when my papa coming in put an end to 
the diſcourſe. 

Oliv. You have the happinefs of a very 
prudent, pious, and tender mamma, as well 
as I; and I hope we ſhall both of us learn 
to prize and improve this mercy more than 
we have done, and better conſider the aun; 
it obliges us to. 

Char. You have no need to pot your- 
ſelf in, I am ſure; had I but perform'd 
mine as you have done, i it wou' d have been 


happy for me. 


Oliv. I have not had the trial how I 
ſnou'd have behav'd in the caſe we have 


been upon, having neither brother nor ſiſter; 


but I am more ſenſible than I ever was be- 
fore, that I have been often defective in my 
duty as a child, treſpaſſing too much on 
my parents great indulgence. , | 

Char. When your ſeaſonable tory firſt 


open'd my eyes to ſee theſe my 4 de- 


fects, I was greatly ſurpriz d that I ſhou'd 
remain ſo 12 inſenſ{dle i in a caſe where 
my duty is fo 2 ſtated in the _ iy 

3 
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God, and ſo often inculcated to me by-my 


inſtruQors; but now I find it was my own ob 
natural temper that, being indulg'd by me, hi 
led me, or rather hurried me, into the tl 
paths of pride and contention: for I am 
- convinc'd the wife man's obſervation is true, ſt 
That only by pride cometh contention. 
And ſurely it cou'd be nothing but the moſt 0 
ſhameful inconſideration, that cou'd make 4 
me blind to it fo long. \ 


Oliv. Well, my dear, I hope that as 
both of us do ſincerely deſire to know and 4 
do our duty, we ſhall for the future be more 
diligent in our ſearch into-the Scriptures, 
that we may there ſee what it is the Lord 
our God requires of us, and be more care 
ful to perform what we thus know to be 
cr duty; applying daily with earneſtneſs 
to God, for that grace whereby we may be 
enabled to. ſubdue and root out whatever 
we find amiſs in our tempers, which, we 
ſee have ſo great and fatal an influence on. 


DIALOGUE IX. 
| Between Meliſſa and Celia. 
On CHARITY. 


. Mel, F Am much rejoic'd to ſee you 
; enter this houſe once gain, which. 
1 fear'd you had forſaken. _ | 

Lui. No, my dear, Meli ſa has not been 


Torgotten, tho* I cou'd net come; we * 
W RN 0 
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fo: much work to do that I have been 


oblig'd to delay my uſual viſits: But now I 
hope to give myſelf the pleaſure very ſoon, 
tho* I cannot juſt now. 

M1. What do you mean? Can't ou 
ſtay this afternoon ? 

Cel. No, my dear; I only come to you 
on buſineſs, tho* TI believe you will ſcarce 


| gueſs what: I have undertaken a trade 


which 1s to me wholly new. 
Mel. Nay, you puzzle me now indeed ; 


for | can't think what you mean. 


Cel. I am going a begging, and , come 
to begin with you. 

Mel. A begging! Pray what is it for? 
If I can ſapply you without going any 
farther, I ſhall. be glad, as then I may hope 
to keep you the afternoon. 


Cel. No, Meliſſa, I am far from expect- 


ng a full ſupply from you; but your ready 


er promiſes a gr beginning, i it is money 


1 want. 


Mel. Money ! you jeſt. I really thought 
ou had been in earneſt, and wanted ſome 


ſhade to' finiſh your ſcreen, or ſome ſuch 


thing; but for money, I wiſh I had as much 
as you. | 


Cel. No, I aſſure you L am in md. 


it is not indeed for myſelf. I bleſs God, 


we are both ſo highly diftinguiſh'd by a kind 


| providence, that we are ſo far from want- 


ing to aſk charity, as to be able to contri- 
bute to thoſe that do. You muſt have 


heard of poor Mrs,——'s 2 affliction. 
who 


y 
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who has loſt, with her huſband, all her 


oy 
* 


* for herſelf and three helpleſs babes. 
zl. J heard he was dead, but I thought 


«ſhe had carried on the buſinefs. 


Cel. Have you not heard that her goods 
were ſeiz'd, and her mercileſs landlord and 
creditors have ſtript her of every thing, and 
every penny ſhe had! it is for her lam 


going about, to ſee what I can pick up. 


Mel. I did not hear it. Her caſe poor 
woran, tis bad to be ſure: But are you 
really going tor beg for her? I think, if you 
are, your new trade, as you call 'd it, is a 


very ſtrange one. 
Cel. Yes I really am, and am furpriz'd 
to hear you call it a ſtrange employment, to 


aſſiſt the widow and fatherleſs in ſo afflicted 
and helpleſs a condition: unlefs you mean 
by the expreſſion that rs not very common, 
which I own is but too true; and that as 
much ſurprizes me, when I confider how 
frequently, and in what ſtrong terms, charity 


is recommended in Scripture; and this 
"branch of it in particular. | 


Mel, I don't object againſt being chari- 


table, it is to be ſure a very good thing; 


but I don't at all admire your going a 
begging, as you call it. What ſhou'd you 


do that for? 


Cel. Nay, Melsſſa, you might, } think, 


_ eaſily guefs for what. It is that I may get 
a little ſum of money for the preſent ſub- 
fiſtence of this defolate widow and her 
helpleſs orphans. Tou know it is a com- 


mon 


2 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. e 


mon ſaying, that a great many may with 


eaſe help one, whereas one can't well help 
a great many. It is but little I can do to- 
wards it, tho' I aſſure you I don't do it to 
ſpare my own purſe. | 
Mel. But ſure ſhe may get into ſome 
way. She muſt not expect, that, becauſe 
ſhe was not brought up to get her living, 
other people muſt keep her and hers. She 
ſhou'd try to bring her mind to her con- 


dition, tho' it may be hard to do; but I 


think of the two I ſhou'd rather work hard 
than be kept on charity. | 
Cel. I doubt not ſhe will be as ready to 


fall in with any way of livelihood, that can 


be found out for her, as any body can be 
to propoſe it. But, pray, my dear, what 
do you imagine ſhe can yet do, under the 

eſſing weight of ſuch a trial, with three 


' infants, the eldeſt of which is but four 
years old, and ſhe within a month of her 


time? 
Mel. I did not think of that indeed; ſhe 


can't do much at preſent to be ſure. But 


then, why does not the pariſh help her? 

Cel. If you wou'd give yourſelf leave to 
reflect, ſure, my dear, it wou'd grieve you 
to think that a perſon of ſuch a family, 
equally noted for ſubſtance and piety, 
ſhou'd be reduc'd to that laſt neceſſity. 
Tho' I fear that myſt be the caſe ſoon. 
However, I hope you'll not be againſt 
giving me ſomething towards her immo- 


diate ſupply. 
| Mel. 


-- 
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Mel. Indeed I can't. My papa allows 
me ſo ſmall a matter for ſpending- money, 
that I have uſes enough for what I have. 
You have more I don't queſtion, elſe you 
cou'd not be ſo bountiful in your charities 
as I have heard you are. I have but 
Cel. And I have but I thought 
my income was the Teaſt of the two; but 

if I had much leſs, I ſhou'd think it my 
duty to diſpoſe of a little of it in that way, 
without which J con'd expect no bleſſing 
on the reſt. And as you muſt know it is. 
commanded by God, I hope for all this 
talk you dare 45 wholly neglect it. 
Mel. 1 believe it is the duty of ſome 
People that are rich, and have a great deal 


at their own diſpoſe ;. but indeed I never 


thought it mine. 
Col. I am ſorry to hear this. Pray did 
vou ever read any thing in the commands 
relating to charity, that. reſtrain them to. 
thoſe who are rich, or heads of families? 

Mel. No, I can't ſay I did ; but then it 
muſt be the duty of thoſe only who. have it 
to give, which I have not. 

Cel. O my dear, pray don't ſpeak ſuch 
- a word, left it ſhou'd pleaſe God by ſome 
aweful [providence to give you occaſion to 
ſay it. You know you have more than I. 

Mel. Well, but I can't think how you 
manage to find any money for ſuch uſes; 
J am ſure I can't. 

Cel. I find it no difficult taſk at all, 
When my papa gives me my quarters 


money, * 
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"ws money, I put what I think proper for that 
ey, purpoſe by itſelf. So that when there is a 
ve. call, I have my poor's box to repair to; 
* and if it be a caſe that I think requires 
ies more than that will furniſh me with, I take 
from what I call my own, to-increaſe it. 
ht And contrive to lay out ſo much the leſs 
ut that quarter. 
y Mel. But I know nothing-I am extrava- 
1 gant in, and yet, were it not for the pre- 

; ſents my grand-papa and aunt are often 
8. making me, I could not go much above 
: half thro* my quarters. What can I ſpare 

out of ? Can you tell me, Celia? 5 


Cel. As you have put the queſtion to me, 

J hope, Mali ſſa, you will not be offended 
if I anſwec-you freely. Do you imagine 
there is a neceſſity for your laying out ſo 
much on fruit, ſweetmeats, and other 
things, purely to pleaſe your taſte? I ain 
fatisfied by what 1 have heard you ſay, I 
don't ſpend a quarter ſo much as you that 
way, and I yet ſave a great deal more out 
of the ſmall a: ticles of dreſs that our money 
is allotted to procure. - You know, my 
dear, you have often blam'd me for not 
buying ſuch as you did; and now I will 
own to you, that the chief reaſon was be- 
cauſe, had I gone to the price, my ſtock 
wou'd not have held out, and therefore [ 

contented myſelf with what came cheaper. 

Mel. But to act thus is ſuch a courſe of 
ſelf-denial as wou'd take away all the com- 
fort of my life: for what have I my * 
1909 3 Or, 


1 4 1 | 


for, but that I may in theſe things pleaſe 
myſelf? If I don't, I am worſe than if I 
had none. 
Cel. Sure, my dear, you don't conſider 
whit you fay ! 1 
Mel. Why? What harm is there in it. 
Cel. What harm! Certainly if you refle& 
you will ſoon ſee! Is it not as much as to 
ſay you are worſe for having it in your 
power, by doing good to others, to obey 
the command of God? which you ought to 


be very thankful for; and as for the ſelf- 


denial you ſpeak of, it will ſcarce deſerve 
the name,. except 1t be to thoſe, who place 
their chief happineſs in gratifying their 
fancies, and ſenſual appetites; which I hope 
is not our character. For my own part, I 
profeſs this practice, inſtead of being any 
exerciſe of ſelf-denial to me, has rather 
ſeem'd to be the effect of ſelf-love; as it 
wou'd give me the greateſt uneaſineſs to 
hear of a diſtreſs'd caſe, and do nothin 
towards procuring it relief. And the pleaſure 
I feel, that to think God has giv'n me any 
ability to help the fatherleſs, and ſometimes 
cauſe the widow's heart to ſing for joy, is 
far greater than cou'd have been excited by 
any gratification of my ſenſes. Don't you 
remember lately, how you perſuaded me to 
buy ſuch a fan as yours, and told me mine 
was not fit for me to wear ? | 

- Mel. Yes I do. What, I ſuppoſe you 
had giv'n away all your money; had you 


not? 
Ceh 
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Cel. No, my dear, I had more than wou'd 

Have purchas'd it about me; but I had that 
day heard of a good woman that was fick 
and in want of neceſſaries, and as I had but 
little left in my poer's box, I determin'd 
to give her that money, which I did before 
J went home; and her diſtreſs appear'd ſo 
great, and my relief ſo very ſeaſonable, 
that it is with ten times more pleaſure I 
take my old fan into my hand, than I cou'd 
have done the other. And now, what think 
you, Meliſſa, of the matter? 

Aal. 1 think I have, as you ſay, done 
wrong in ſpending all upon myſelf, and 
will try if I can contrive to ſave ſomething z 
but yet, to me, abridging one's felt for the 
ſake of others, as you do, appears a work 
of ſupererogation, which we are no ways 
called to. #1 

Gel. You know I am as far from deſiring 
to appear peculiar as any body. I have no 
notion that perſons are to go quite beneath 
the rank providence has plac'd them in, that 
they may be the more charitable ; this I 
think an error, and looks too much as if 
indeed they did it to be applauded of men, 
and, as you ſay, thought it wou'd be ver 
great merit in the ſight of God. All I 
plead for, as all I practiſe, is this; not to 
go to the utmoſt extent that my whole 
ſum wou'd allow me, either as to richneſs 
in drets, or expence in pleaſing my taſte; 

that by ſuch ſavings | may have it in my 
power to give a bit of bread to a ſtarving 


family, 


= 
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family, or a garment to clothe an almoſt 
naked perſon. But it is more than time 


I was gone; we'll talk this matter over 


at large another day, if you deſire it. 
Pray be ſo good as to give me my alms, 
and diſmiſs me. 

Mel. Indeed I can't now, for my quar- 
ter is almoſt up, and I have very little left 
to buy what I muſt have for myſelf, 

Cel. Nay, pray don't let me meet with 


a baulk in my firſt attempt; I can't think 
but you can better delay ſome of your pur- 


chaſes, than a poor widow, by this time 
in want of relief for herſelf and three pretty 
babes. It is better to wait for ſome ſuper- 
fluities, than to let them wait for neceſ- 
faries. 

Mel. Well, Celia, you talk of begin- 
ning, but one would think (as we ſay) you 
were us'd to your trade; you have learnt it 


well | am ſure, for you are a molt. 


importunate beggar, that, ] ſee, will take 


no denial. - Come here's a ſhilling, if you'll 


accept of it. 
Cal. Yes, and think you too. Beggars 


muſt not, you know, be chuſers. 


Mel. Pray call as you come back, and 


tell me your ſucceſs. 


Cel. I will if I have time; but if I ſpend 
as much in pleading with every one 2 1 
have done with You, I am ſure I ſhan't. 
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DIALOGUE VIII. 
BETWEEN the SAME. 


O, Celia, how well you call'd 
O that night. 

Cel. Indeed I cou'd not, and I ſtept out 
now only to let you ſee that | had n 
a ſtrolling till I had loft myſelf I finiſh'd 


late laſt night my begging employment, 


and ſo have been oblig'd to keep in ro-day 


to make an end of lomething 6 ay Was 


wanted. 
Mel. Then, I ſuþpole vou fem! ſome 


as backward as I, that made you fo long. 


Cel. No, I'll allure you that wag not 
the reaſon, for | met with very unexp & d 
ſucceſs: There was one, indeed, that did 
not ſeem a very chearful giver; but 1 had 
no denial any where. 

Mel. Pray let me have the account of 
your progreſs and how you ſucceeded, for 
I have had ny thoughts on this lubje&t 
ſince I ſaw 


Cel. I Give trek hence to . who 


as ſoon as 1 had told my errand gave me 


half a crown, ſaying ſhe was ſorry ſhe 


cou'd do no more, hei pocket being but low 
at preſent ; there having been lately a mo: 
afflicted caſe a. 20nglt der acquaintance, 


which had almoſt drain'd her. Tho', ſaid 


1 will go with you to a lady's bard. by, if 
E you 


ſhe, I did as you do, and ſhou'd ave ap- 
ply'd to you, had you been at homes But 


Ty ww Tc... 
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ycu pleaſe, where I am perſuaded you will 
ſpeed better, I replied, I ſhou'd thank- 
fully accept of her offer, if ſhe. wou'd be 
ſo good as to be ſpokeſwoman for me; but 
as I was a beginner, 1 did not know how 
to get courage enough to ſpeak to ſtrang- 
ers; to which ſhe conſenting, we went. 
Mel. I wonder whom ſhe cou'd carry 
you to, -unleſs it was Sophirg. 
Cel. The very ſame. 


Mel. ILknew Amaſia was great with her. | 


She is a very rich old maid; and I think 
ſuch folks have nothing elſe to do with 
their money. 


Sel. She has uſes * hers, I'll aſſure 


you, equal to thoſe who have a family of 
their own:; having a reduc'd relation, a 
widow gentlewoman, that ſhe keeps as a 
companion with her, and maintains her 
four children in a handſome manner at 
ſchool, But ſhe does a great deal of good 
beſides, in acts of common charity. 
Mel. Well, how ſped you with her? 
Cel. Anaſia told her that ſome, ſhe was 


- Jenfible, wou'd account her very imperti- | 


nent, to bring them another petitioner ſo 
ſoon after habing been herſelf on the ſame 
errand, But, added ſhe, the encourage- 
meat I then received, and the aſſurance 
you gave me of the pleaſure you took in 
' ſeeing me engag'd in ſuch a work, gives 
me reaſon to believe I have committed no 
offence in bringing my friend who is fol- 
_ lowing my example. After giving her a 


ſhort - 
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ſhort account of the caſe, ſhe replied with 
a ſmile, You well know, Amaſia, on ſuch 
an account you cannot be more bold than 
welcome. And I thank you for giving 
me an opportunity of encouraging the 
young lady in ſo good a work. Sophira then 
taking out her purſe, and turning to me, 
gave me a guinea, ſaying, I heartily wiſh 
you ſuch ſucceſs as may animate you to 
freſh engagements of a like nature; and 
you ſhall at any time be welcome to m 
purſe. You may be ſure I return'd my 
thanks for ſuch a bounty, and ſuch treat- 
ment, in the beſt manner I was able. 

4:1. She acted moſt generouſly indeed. 
Cel. Fluſh'd with this ſucceſs, I went 
forward, and, as I paſs'd by the door, 
call'd on Lucy, telling her I came only for 
the widow's ite, which I knew ſhe was 
always ready to caſt into the treaſury on 
ſuch occaſions, She preſently gave me 
half a crown, which I was loth to take, 
it being more, 1 told her, than T thought 
ſhe cou'd afford. But ſhe replied, That 
place of ſcripture is fo deeply impreſs'd on 
my mind, and has been fo remarkably ful- 
all'd to me, He that giveth to the poor 
lendeth to the Lord, and that which he 
hath given he will repay him again,” that 
I ſhou'd be guilty of the greateſt folly and 
ingratitude, if I did not do to the utmoſt 
of my (mall ability. 

Mel. Why, I thought Lucy was in low © 

| be + circum- 
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cireumſtances, and took in werk to help 
to maintain herſelf. 

Cel. It is true; that made me unwilling 
to have ſo much. 


Me So much! Cou'd it be her duty to 


give any thing? For tho' I am now fully 

convinced of my own fault, I can't ſee how 

any thing can be expected from thoſe that 
have not enough for themſelves. 

Cel. Pray what can you ſay then of the 
widow that gave her all? You muſt, ſure, 
have blam'd her conduct had you flood by; 
and yet our bleſſed Saviour, who was cer- 
tainly a proper judge, ſeems to commend 
her for it. And as to her taking in work, 
that certainly can be no objeQtion againſt 
a perſon's doing ſomewhat tor the relief of 
thoſe that are in great diſtreſs; when the 
apoſtle exhorts thoſe that had ſtolen, to 
ſteal no more; but rather to labour, work- 
ing with their hands in ſome good and 
laudable employment, that they might not 
only provide for themſeives in a lawful 
way, but have alſo to give to thoſe that 
were in need. You remember theſe in- 
{tances, don't you ? 

Mel. Yes, 1 do But can't. ſay Jever 
applied them to ſuch a caſe, tho? I muſt 
own they ſeem adapted to it. But pray go 
on with your progreis. 

Cel. As I took my acquaintance all in 
my way, the next 1 call'd on was Delia; 
who, I ſuppoſe, you know is often at our 
houſe 7 and 1 imagin'd ſhe wight get 2 

uncle 
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uncle or aunt to give her ſomething for me. 


As I found there was company. I ſent for 
her out, and told her my ftory; ſhe ſaid 


me wou'd-go and whiſper her uncle, and 


ſhe was fure he wou'd give her ſomething; 
but ſhe immediately. came back and deſited 


me to walk into the parieur, where were 


two ladies and an old gentleman beſides 
themſelves. When l was ſeated, Mr. 
ſaid, Delia has been telling me in my ear 
ſome diſmal ſtory, but I cou'd not make it 
out; pray let us have the account from 
yourſelf, I was much dafh'd, as ſtrangers 
were by; however 1 told him as well as [ 
cou'd, and ſaid I hop'd he wou'd excuſe 
my calling on Delia, that | was encoureg'd 
by what 1 bad heard her ſay of his readi- 
neſs to give her on ſuch occaſions, Mr, 
replied, Indeed, Celia, | ſhou'd not have ex- 
cus'd you, had you paſ-'d by my door; for 
I am rejoic'd that my Delia, by your good- 
neſs in taking ſuch notice of her, Will 
have in you an example of that temper l 
much deſire to cultivate in her, Then 
turning to the company, he ſaid, Come, [ 
hope we thall nune of us diſcourage a young 
beggar, eſpecially ſuch a one as this lady; for 
I afture you ſhe is ne common one, nor do 
I think this a common occaſion. Nor | 
neither, rep ied the old gentleman ; and I 
aſſure you, young lady, have not ſeen 
any thing that has giv'n me greater delight 


this long time, than that ſuch a one as 


you, in al} the aMuence of worldly good, 
E 3 ; and 


. . 
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and all the prime and gaietyof youth, ſhou'd, 


like your blefled Lord, go about doing good, 
miniſtering to the relief of the neceſhtous 
to the utmoſt of your ability, and, in con- 
formity to the divine Being, relieve the 
fatherleſs and widow. Then putting half 
a guinea into my hand, he ſaid, I pray and 
hope that this labour of love will be abun- 


dantly rewarded by the Father of all mercy, 


and God of all grace, The reſt of the 


company gate me a crown a piece, and 


Mr. — gave Delia half a crown for her- 


ſelf. So that I got above thirty ſhillings 


there, But as tea was ready, and they 
inſiſted upon my ſtaying, I cou'd go no 
farther that evening. However, I believe 
you will think I made a pretty good after- 


noon's work; I am ſure 1 thought ſo, and 
- went home greatly rejoic'd. 
Mel. A good one indeed, eonſideting 


you had ſuch a bad beginning, and ſpent a 
great part of it to ſo little purpoſe, 
Cel. J hope that was to as good purpoſe 


as any of the reſt; for if they have been 


the happy means of exciting you to the 
practice of this negleQed duty, I have been 
ſucceſsful in my main point, which is I 
truſt, ſo to employ my time as may render 
me ſome ways uſeful. Nor have 1 fail'd 


in this particular branch of uſefulneſs, 


charity, ſince I hope many will hereafter 
find, to their joy and relief, the good effects 
of this conviction; neither did I wholly 
fail as to my preſent deſign, TY 

el, 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. : 


Mel. You may well put in wholly, indeed 


F am aſham'd, and griev'd, it ſhou'd be ſo 
qi fficult to-perſuade me to what I now ſee is 
ſo much my duty and intereſt. But to make 
vou a ſmall amends, I have got a crown of 
my mamma, and here is a ſhilling more for 
myſelf. I hope I ſhall manage ſo as to be 
better ſtock'd againſt another time. 

Cel. You are very good now, Meliſſa; 
pray return my thanks. 

J. But you have not told me your laſt. 
day's walk and ſucceſs. 

Cel. No, dut I'll go on. As it was in my 
way, I call'd firſt on Phillis, from whom IL 
expected a ſmall matter, as I know her will 
ready beyond the extent of her ability, on 


all ſuch occaſions. She went upand brought 


me down a crown, at which, when I look'd 
furpriz d, ſhe ſaid with a ſmile, F ſuppoſe I 
have made you wonder at my generoſity; but 
I have this day received a legacy of twenty 
pounds from a very diſtant relation, and 
where it was not at all to be expected; and as 
a thank-offering to God for this moſt ſea- 
ſonable Forte, can do no leſs than devote 
ſome ſmall part of it to the relief of thoſe 


who are fallen yet lower than myſelf, and I 
think this as proper an object as any I am 


likely to find. I thank'd her very kindly, and 
told her I was glad to hear that a kind provi- 
dence thus appear'd to provide for lier, and 
by its bounties give her a preſent reward for 


her readineſs, according to her abilities, to- 
aſſiſt others. O my dear Celia, replied. tha. 
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is little indeed that | can do this way; but 
1 firmly believe I am, as to this world, no 
loſer by it, God's word is true; and ] queſ- 
yon not, but in various appearances of his 
providence in our favour, we have found that 
promiſe in particular fulfill'd to us, caſt thy 
bread upon the waters, for thou ſhalt find it 
after many days; as our family when in proſ- 
perity were remarkable for charity, ſo ſince 
the change in our circumſtances we have in 
as remarkable a manner been pretty com- 
fortably provided for. 

Auel. I am glad you have told me this, for 
Iv 2s yeſterday! thinking ſince there were ſuch 
promiſesof a return even in this life, whence 
it came to pa{s that Phillis in particular (for 
T had her in my mind ſhou'd be brought ſo 
low, whoſe friends were ſo ſignally charita- 
ble; but now I ſee that theſe promiſes are 
+ fulfill'd to her by the wonderful appearances 
of providence for her; for I know this is 
not the firſt extraordinary ſupply _ have 
received. 

Ciel. No, not by a great many, thro” a 
ceurſe of long affliction. She and her wi- 
dow parent have been fo peculiarly the care 
of providence, that it cou'd not eſcape the 
notice of friends, and more diſtant ſpecta- 
tors. Well, 1 went hence to Charlotte, who 
look'd very coolly on me, and after a pretty 
many. cxcuſes and pleas of poverty ſhe m 
me a ſhilling. 
Mel. Why heard her uncle let'sher ub 
have the whole of her yearly income, to do 
what 
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what ſhe pleaſes with. And can ſhe plead 
poverty ? * 

Cel. Yes, my dear, and wou'd I daubt not 
on ſuch occaſions, had ſhe as much again; 
for clothes and jewels. and expenſive diver- 
ſions wou'd 5 devour it all. 

Mel. Well now more plain'y than ever 
ſee, that it is not the abundance, but the 
diſpoſition of mind, that will render per- 
fons charitable. Fo 

Cel Tis very true. But to proceed; I 
took my alms, tho' not very thankiully, and 
applied next to Amira, who gave me half a 
crown, and told me that it was the widow's 
mite indeed, for ſhe had not one ſixpence. 
more: But, added ſhe, I jiave a good friend 
to borrow of when J want, and next week 
I mall receive my money. And to come to 
a a cloſe of my tour, I finiſ'd at Mrranda's. 

Mel. } have heard he is a very generons 
young lady, and that her papa grudges no 
Expence to oblige her. | 

Cel. You are in the right; batasſhe is yet 
ſo young, not thirteen, he lets her have but a 
little quarterly, that he may the better know 
ho ſhe diſpoſes of it; and as he never denies 
her any thing ſhe can reaſonably deſire, ſheis 
not back ward in applying to him. When J 
had told her my buſineſs, ſhe ſaid, indeed, 

Celia, my purſe is very lo, but I'll go and bor- 
Tow fome of my papa. I replied, perhaps it 
might be better for me to takè what ſhe cou'd 
give me. O no, ſays ſhe, 'tis all one for 
that ; to-morrow is pay day, and my papa 

| 5 1s 
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is always willing to lend me if I come ſhost. 
eſpecially on ſo good am occaſion as this 
Her papa coming into the parlour ſoon af- 
ter ſhe had been to ſpeak to him, he ſaid, 
ſmiling, Pray, Miranda, what is the ſum 
you deſire, that I may conſider whether I 
dare truſt you with it or not? She anſwer's, 
What you pleaſe, pappa; I told you what 
*rwas for. Well, ſays he, but you know 


I never ſet the bounds of your charity; 


you can beſt tell what you are willing to 
give, She replied a crown if he thought 
well on it. Yes, my dear ſaid he, very 
well; and I am glad to ſee you are willing, 
out of your little ſtock, to give ſo large a 
part to feed the widow and fatherleſs. And 
to ſhow you how well pleaſed I am with it, 
I'll not only lend you the crown you deſire, 
but here's half aguinea moreof mine for the 
ſame uſe: and I hope you will give it out of 
Pity and compaſſion to the lifireſs'd, and 
with gratitude and praiſe to that God who 
might have permitted it to have been your 


caſe, inſtead of being able to help, feed, 


and clothe them. I ſtaid there pretty late, 
and then return'd home very much de- 

lighted with my afternoon's work. 
Mel. Upon my word you have got up a 

fine ſum. . þ 
Cel. Yes, with what we gave at home, I 
made upabove five pounds, twenty ſhillings 
of which my mamma carried her this morn- 
Ing, and you cannot think the raptureofjoy 
the poor woman was in to ſee it, and to poor 
, there 
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there was ſo much more. She knowing 
nothing of my deſign, the ſurprize was too 
great to be expreſs d. 

Mel. It muſt be a joyful ſight indeed. 
Well, my dear Celia, I hope your good 
inſtruQions, example, and fucceſs will a- 
nimate me to act in another manner for 
the future, than I have ever yet done; to 
conſider that I am not born for myſelf 
alone, nor ought to live wholly to myſelf, 
but daily to think how! may de moſtaſe- 
ful to thoſe around me. 


DIALOGUE XI. 
Between BELINDA and ALMIRA. 


The PEACE Mak ER. 


Bel. Came tv aſk 1 let me have 


your company to Silvias this af- 


ternoon. 
Al. J ſhou'd be glad of yours any Where 


elſe; but wonder, Belinda, you can expect 


it there. 
Bel; 1 knew there was a little miſun- 


derſtanding between you; but han't you 


got over that ? 0 

Al. No, indeed, I am not ſuch a tame 
fool as to dangle after thoſe that ſlight me 
in ſuch a manner ; tis far from what you 


call it, tis a real affront, that, I think, I 
8 ' Thou'd 
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ſhou'd be very unwife to put up with ; 
but 1 find you ate too partial to her to be 
a proper judge. 8 5 

Bel. I am ſure my temptation to partial- 
ity lies on your fide; but 1 am far from 
defiring to aſſume the office of a judge; 
cou'd 1 arife to that of a peace-maker, 'tis 
the very top of my ambition; and 1 hope 
you will not be angry with me for aſpir- 


ing after a character on which our Saviour 


himſelf has pronounced a bleſſing | 

Al. No. to be ſure I ſhan't, *tis a very 
good office; but, in my caſe, | ſee no room 
for the execution of it. 

Bel. If you will pay but an equal regard 
to me in that character I am ſo ambitious 
of ſuſtaining, as you did to Letitia when 
perſonating the direct reverſe, I ſhall not 
fear ſucceeding. Y 

Al. 1 never heard any ill of Letitia in my 
life; Tam ſure ſhe always carries itextreme- 
ly obliging to me, and I took it very kind 
of her to let me know my pretended 
friends from my real ones. Pray what has 
ſet you againſt her ſo? 2 wy 
Bel [I am not ſet againſt her perſon. God 
forbid I ſhou'd harbour ſo wicked a diſpo- 
ſition of mind! But her character I muſt 
own I am diſpleas'd with, as being I think 
one of the worſt. For I have ſaid, I'll aſſure 
you my dear, nothing but what I can prove 
by my own. dear-bought experience, and 
yours too; ſhe has been a Ziba to both me 


and Sifvia. But thro'-mercy in both theſe 
caſes 


FAMIL!AR DIALOGUES, 85 
caſes her lying tongue has endur'd but for 
a'mometr., in compariſon of the laſting ef- 
fects that ſometimes attend theſe ſowers of 
ſirtfe, th:ſe whiſperers'that feek to | 1eparate 
chief friends, 

II. I can't think what you mean by all 
this, pray explain vourfelf ;_did not Ziba 
go and flander Me hibaſbeth to David? Can 
you prove that ſhe has flander'd you and 

Sitoia [4 
Bel. It is above two years ago, when we 
were you know very young, that ſhe was 
for a time a companion of mine; but I had 
then like to have Joſt entirely one of my 
| beſt friends through ſome tories ſhe rais'd 
of nie, which at firſt gain'd ſo much ere- 
dit with her as to create a ſhyneſs between 
us; but ſhe, having a mind truly form'd 
for friendſhip, inſtead of breaking the ac- 
quaintance, ſent for me, and told me that 
ſhe had heard I had ſaid ſuch and ſuch 
things of her: now, added ſhe, you cannot 
Belinda, think but I muſt take it'very ill of 
you, and that has caus'd the reſerve you 
muſt have taken notice of; but as you know 
my temper is always to be open and ſpeak 
my mind freely, I cou'd not be eaſy till T 
dad done it. I replied, by aſking her whe- 
ther Letitia was not her author. She cou'd 
not deny it, but ſeem'd loth to dn it, and 
-faid, Why ſhou'd I chink of her? | told her 
for a very good reaſon, becauſe I perfectly 
remembered that one day ſhe ſaid thoſe very 
things to me that Were now repeated, and 
3 28 
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as near as I cou'd recolle& in the very. 
words; that I was ſo far from ever ſaying. 


any thing like it, that I check'd her for 
ſuch ſurmiſes, which I told her I was fully 
perſuaded were altogether groundleſs; and 
deſir'd, for her full conviction, I might aſ- 
feit it before Letitia herſelf. On this, tak- 
ing me by the hand in a moſt friendly man- 
ner, ſhe faid, Dear Belinda, there is no need 
of that, for as I have no diſtruſt of your ve- 
raCity, I can believe you, and am very glad 
I took this freedom with you. I ſaid I was 
ſure, ſo was I, as by this means | hop'd I 
had'regain'd my friend, and diſcover'd a 
backbiter in the diſguiſe of one. We part- 
ed in the moſt amicable manner, and con- 
tinued in love and friendſhip till it pleas'd- 
God to remove her, which was about a- 
year after. | 
Al. I cannot, indeed, now wonder at 
you for ſuſpecting Letitza may have done 
me a like ill office with Silvia, ſince ſhe is 
capable of ſuch falſhood and deceit, which 
I could not have imagin'd. - | 
Bel. You know from the firſt I ſuſpected 

it, but now I can, as I before told you, 
prove it. For being griev'd to think Sifvia 
ſhou'd loſe your friendſhip and eſteem, 
thro? ſuch a baſe detrater, I reſolv'd to 
aſk Amaſia what that converſation was; as 
ſhe is, you know, a diſintereſted perſon in 
the affair, and one to be depended on. 


Al. I know ſhe is, and *twas with her 


- Silvia was talking, as'Letitia told me, which 
2 5 Ph vext 
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yext me ſo much the more, as I cou'd not 
think what her end in it cou'd be, unleſs 
it was to keep Amaſia from contracting an 
intimacy with me, which ſhe well knew [_ 
wanted, by making her ſenſible I was be- 
low her notice; and I thought, ſhe muſt 
herſelf take it in that light. | 
Bel. 1'I1 tell you how ſhe took it, and 
What the whole affair was. Amajia ſaid, 
talking of acquaintance, I think, $:{via, no 
one is happier than you in this reſpet. To 
which Silvia replied, ſhe had great reaſon to 
be thankful for her lot on this account; for 
ſhe beliey'd twou'd be hard to find ſuch a- 
nother knot of pious, ingenious, and faith- 
ful friends, as that ſhe had the honour to 
make one of, tho? below moſt of them. To 
which Letitia in her ſmart way, turning to 
Amaſia, ſaid J am glad Silvia, in her great 
modeſty, has not ſet herſelf quite at the 
bottom, even below Belinda. Silvia imme- 
diately replied, That I ſhall very readily do, 
for tho* Belinda, is, I grant, plac'd by her 
fortune below me, ſhe is my ſuperior by 
birth, and ſo much more ſo in valuable 
endowments, as makes me look upon m 
acquaintance with her, one of the md 
bleflings of my life, We have known and 
lov'd each other from our infancy, and had 
ſhe not been half ſo deſerving of eſteem as 
ſhe is, I hope I ſhou'd not have diſcover'd 
ſo much pride as to break off our un ay be 
becauſe providence has ſo unexpectedly 
| 25 | added 
2 
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added to what I was likely to have. This 
was, ſaid Amaſia, to my beſt remembrance, 
the whole that paſs'd on that ſubject; and 


I took ſuch particular notice of Letitia's 
inſinuating and detracting way of ſpeaking, 


as made me look on her with coldneſs tbe 


reſt of the time; as that humility, good 
nature, and fincere friendſhip Silvia diſeo- 
vered rais'd my eſteem of her to a far high - 
er pitch. I then told her the reaſon of r my 
taking the freedom to aſk her concerning 


it. She was aſtoni{h'd to hear hat ſo young 


à creature cou'd be arriv'd to ſo great a 
height of wickednefs, as to delight in mak- 
ing lies out of the ſpire and malice of her 
heart; for ſhe cou'd ſee no views of any 
profit ſhe coy'd propoſe, by thus trying to 
fow diſcord among thoſe that love as bre- 

hren. And now, whether Silvia or Letitia 

the guilty perſon, I call upon you A.- 
mira, to judge. 

Al. Dear Belinda, I return you many 
thanks for the pains you have taken to diſ- 
cover to me my on wretched creduli 
and Letitia's per fidiouſneſs. She has, as you 
ſaid, indeed prov'd a Ziba to me, robbing 
me 6f a friend whom [-yalu'd, 1 believe, 
far more than David did Mephiboſheth, for 


his friendſhip'to him, I'think, ſeems to be 


chiefly for unde. $ kh but mine was 
Tor her n. 
Bel. What Yo you went. by loſing your 


- Friend now you are farighed there is no ob- 


tr action 
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ſtruction in the way to your going with 
me?; 
Al Oh Belinda ! you are miſtaken ; had 
I been ſawiſe as to hearken to you at firſt, 
this might have been the caſe, but alas! 
this ſeemingly groſs affront blew up all 
the remaining fparks of pride into a full 
blaze, and J wrote her a very angry letter, 
wherein I told her that I ſhou'd no longer 
give her the mortification of aſſociating 
with one ſo much beneath her.; that tho' 
ſhe knew not well how to break off, 1 did. 
I ſent it two days ago, but have had no 
ani{wer. 5 
Bel | muſt own I was very ſorry to find 
you had carried your reſentment ſo far be- 
fore you had any fuller proof of juſt 
round ſor it. | 
Al. Why, how came you to know of 
my writing ! Have you ſeen her? 
Bel. Yes, I came from her to you; ſhe 
aſk'd me what I thought of it, ſaying you 
cannot think the uneaſineſs it has given 
me, it muſt certainly be founded on fome 
miſtake, for ] am very poſitiye I cou'd ne- 
ver be capable of ſaying any thing ſo very 
foreign to my thoughts. I have been go- 
ing to write io her; then I imagin'd 'twould 
be better to ſee her, and hear what ſhe ſaid; 
but as I faund ſhe was ſo very warm, I con- 
cluded to ſtay a few days longer to let her 
cool a little, but I can't think of loſing 
her friendſhip ſo, nor of letting my cha- 
racter lie aſpers'd, even in her imagination, 
for 


99 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 


for want of a duevindication of my own in- 


nocence, I then told her ſhe might make 
herſelf eaſy on her own account, for I had 
found out the ſower of this difcord, and 
gave her the relation of the fact. the EX = 
preſs'd the utmoſt joy at this diſcovery, 
and ſuitable reſentment againſt the offend- 
er; but, ſays ſhe, I own it grieves me 
much to think my dear Amira ſhou'd give 
credit to a report that caſt ſuch a blemiſh 
on hep old and long- try'd friend, without 
ever giving me an hearing: 1 cou'd not 
have parted with her ſo eaſily. Here the 
tears trickled down. 

Al. I richly deſerve theſe refleQions, I 
acknowledge, and my character muſt now 
appear as contemptible in her fight, as, 
when you came in, hers, did in mine, 
which made me ſay I had by my folly, 
pride and paſſion loft my friend. 

Bel. No, far from it I'll aſſure you, ſhe 
has no reſentment againſt you, and that 
grief which the ſtrength of her love excites, 
only makes her the more deſirous of ſeeing 

ou, that there may be a perfect reconci- 

iation. I cou'd not well come this morn- 
ing, but ſhe wou'd take no denial, begging 
I wou'd undeceive you, and bring you thi- 
ther with me this afternoon. 

Al. Moſt willingly will I go, tho” I 
| know not how ſhall bear up in her preſence, 
under the juſt accuſations of my own mind, 
join'd with thoſe upbraidings of an injur- 
ed friend I muſt expect to meet. 7 

ets 
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Bel. You have no cauſe for fear on this 
head; Silvia may expoſtulate, but ſhe wall 
not upbraid ; ſhe is too mild and good to 
carry it ſo to any one, eſpecially one that 
ſhe ſees condemns berſelf. A bare ac- 
knowledgment will I am fure be ſufficient. 

Al. I know it, my dear, | know it full 
well; that Silvia is all condefcenſion and 
goodneſs; but how inexcuſable does this 
render the unworthy ſuſpicions I have en- 
tertain'd of her? And how much does it 
conderin the different part I've acted in 
this affair? Well might the wiſe man ſay, 
the diſcretion of a man defereth his an- 
ger. Thus wiſely has ſhe acted; whereas, 
on the contrary, I who have anſwer'd a 
matter before I had fufficiently heard it, 
find it to be folly and ſhame to me. 

Bel. As we can no ways recal the paſt, 
the only true wiſdom: wou'd be to draw 
fome profitable inſtructions from our flips. 
And ſure in this inſtance we may plainly 
ſee the need we have of caution and cir- 
cumſpection; that we may guard as much 
as poſſible againſt thoſe who flatter with 
their mouths, whilſt miſchief is in their 
hearts, 

Al. And, I am ſure, I ought to learn ts 
guard againſt paſſing raſh and haſty judg- 
ment on my friends; and to anſwer both 
theſe deſigns, which I ſee are ſo reaſonable, 
and will be ſo uſeful, I hope I ſhall make 
the book of proverbs more my ſtudy than 
I have ever done, tho' it has been ſo often 

recom - 
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recommended to me. And may God of 
his rich grace, grant me that wiſdom which 
is proper to direct my way, and tegulate 
my temper. | ; 


DIALOGUE XII. 


| Between Myra and Philomela on a paſſions 


ate Temper. 


Hr. I Am very glad to ſee you, Philomela.. 
| Phi. Pray, Myra, are y+1 not 
well? I am ſurpris'd to fee you look fo. 
Ar. Yes, very well, | thank you. 
Phi. Nay, but ſomething is the matter, 


I am ſure. Why you ſeem to he all in a 


tremble. Have you been frizhten'd? 


Hr. No. Tis nothing but my lifter 


and ] have had a little tiffe, and the croſs 
flut has made a ſtory of it to my mamma; 
ſo ſhe takes her part, and is very angry 


with me; but you have luckily come in to 


ſave me from a long lecture, and I hope 


1 ſhall hear no more of it. I ſup- 


ſe F may look a little difcompos'd, for 
never ſaw my mamma fo angry in my 


life. 


Phi. I always took Elvira to be of a very 
mild and peaceable diſpoſition. | 
Ayr. She is good humour'd, when ſhe 
is pleas'd, as moſt folks are; and ſhe is 
ſuch a favourite that few people offer to 

diſpleaſe her, which now and then how- 
ever I venture to do; and having happen'd 
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to do it to-day, ſhe 1s gone crying to my 

mamma; which, give her her due, I never 
knew her do before, and ſhe ſhall get no- 

thing by it now, I'll aſſure her. | 

Phi. Dear Myra, will you be ſo good as 
to bear with me if I ſpeak my mind freely ? 

Mr. I aſſure you 4 will, for I am very 
ſenſible of the regard you have for me. 

Phi. Then 1 muſt tell you, I fear you 
have been much to blame in your behavi- 
our to Elvira, and | have a great while 
wanted to find an opportunity of talking 
to you on this ſubject. 

r. Wherein am I wrong? Wou'd 
you have me, becaufe I am a year younger 
than ſhe, be a ſlave to all her humours ? 
That I'll never be. 

Phi. J am as far from defiring it, as you 
can be from doing it; but I muſt own I 
never obſerv'd any thing in her that look d 
like humour or caprice; I have often 
thought ſhe has ſhown a remarkable cam- 
mand of her temper when we have been 
warm with her. 7% 

Myr. | find you are like the reſt, ſo par- 
tial in her favour that I am not like to get 
much by complaining to you. 

Phi. Nay, my dear, if Jam govern'd by 
partiality, it muſt, I am ſure, draw me 
over to your ſide. Tis we that have paſt 
our years of childhood and carlieft youth 
together; when we came from ſchool, Al- 
ira was, yau know as a iiranger to me; 

but between a5 has been a long, and hope, 
| a laſting 
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a laſting friendſhip ; and *tis only the 
ſtrength of my affection for you, that 
cou'd bear me out in the performance of 
this moſt diſagreeable office of true friend- 
ſhip, I love you ſo ſincerely, and ſo ar- 
dently, that I can't help deſiring you 
might be freed from any irregularity in 
temper or conduct, that tends to ſhade and 
obſcure the many amiable qualities you 
poſſeſs. I have heard you own you was 
paſſionate, but I fear you have never duly 
reflected on the evil of indulging ſuch a 
temper. 5 
Hr. Yes, I know I am haſty, as well 
as you can tell me; but I can no more 
help that, than, I ſuppoſe, Elvira can help 
crying when we diſagree ; ſhe ſhows her 
reſentment in her way, and I in mine; 
that is all the difference I know; I be- 
lieve we are equally vext. t 

Phi. I rather think Zlvira's tears flow 
from grief, for the ſeems to be extremely 
fond of you; and I don't doubt but you 
love her too, for all theſe petty jars, 

Myr. Love her, yes, I love her enough, 
at leaſt l have done ſo, but if ſhe goes on 
to ſerve me as ſhe has done to-day, and 
make my mamma angry with me, ſhe will 
ſoon wean me quite. 

Phi. As to this affair I can ſay nothing, 
becauſe I am a ſtranger to it; what I have 
ſpoke has been-from the obſervations I have 
made, and as I eou'd plainly perceive you 
were greatly ruffled, 1 concluded it might 

| e be 
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be ſomewhat like the uſual occaſions of 
raiſing your paſſion ; and I fear, indeed, 
that this foible of yours is gaining ſtrength, 
as I never ſaw you appear ſo diſcompos'd 
with it before ; nor do you ſeem yet quite 
recover'd. | 5 
Myr. I believe, indeed, I never was 
more provok'd, and you ſhall be judge 
whether it was without occaſion, As we 
were riſing, I ſaid I wou'daſk my mamma to 
let us go to ſee Arpatia to-day. She replied, 
I heard her ſay laſt night that ſhe ſhou'd 
ſend to Sophronia, and then I muſt ſend 
to Lucinda, we being engag'd you know 
when they wou'd have come. I told her 
to morrow wou'd do as well for that, and 
I had rather go out to-day, therefore I 
wou'd aſk; with that ſhe return'd, then 
only aſk for yourſelf pray, for you will be to 
go by yourſelf; I ſhan't you may be ſure, 
ſend for Lucinda and leave her when I have 
done; nor ſhall] I omit ſending with my 
mamma, I am ſure that wou'd be very 
ſtrange, I told her ſhe made great diffi- 
culties where there were none at all, for 
I meant that they ſhou'd neither of them 
de ſent to till to-morrow. She replied, 
Indeed I ſhan't put my mamma by, by 
aſking to go out, for l had much rather have 
» Lucinda's company, which | long to en- 
Joy, and it won't look handſome to my 
mamma: you may do as you pleaſe. 'T his 
provok'd me extremely indeed, becauſe I 
thought ſhe only did it to croſs me; * 
al 
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| Maid *twas very hard | muſt always be kept 
as an underling, and treated like a baby 
by her; that I wou'd have my will ſome- 
times as well as ſhe, and wou'd not bear 
it as I had done She replied, you may 
have it always as well as 1, if you will do 
as I do, and fall in chearfully with what- 
ever is my mamma's pleaſure. In ſhort, 
one word brought on another, and I muſt 
,own I was at length too warm to be able 
to remember what I ſaid ; but I know no- 
thing of ſaying any thing ſo very groſs as 
ſhe pretends I did. I believe 1 told her ſhe 
need not pretend to teach as well as go- 
vern me, for | wou'd neither learn of her 
nor be rul'd by her. And I might have, 
perhaps, gone on longer, but I thought I 
heard my mamma coming up; ſo, as ſoon 
as I cou'd, I went down ; and when, a 


while after, I went to aſk my mamma to je 
go, ſhe told me ſhe-wou'd conſider of it; 
which I wonder'd at; but a little before ha 
you came in the call'd me into her cham- 11 
ber, and told me {te was ſurpriz'd I ſhou'd ha 
aſk her ſuch a queſtion, after the treat- up 
ment | had giv'n Eluira about this affair. ſha 
She was in hopes when paſſion had been ha) 
over, I wou'd have conſider'd better on't. WO 


And as I had not, ſhe thought proper to | wh 
take ſome notice of it, and ſhew me the it v 


unreaſonableneſs of my conduct. But on 
your coming has happily ſav'd me from the wil 


TY 
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. Phi. Well, my dear, I greatly approve of 
the fincerity with which you have told your 
ſtory 3 which is a virtue 1 always obſerv'd 
very confpicuous in all your words and ac- 
tions, but at the ſame time muſt own that 1 
am ſurpriz'd to ſee you not yet enough miſ- 
treſs of your temper, to conſider that the 
light. in which you have plac'd your own 
couduQt, is ſuch as muſt make it appear, 
as your mamma ſaid, moſt unreaſonable, 
even in the eyes of thoſe who are much 


leſs capable of making a true judgment of 
things than Myra is: but as you {o rejoice 


that you got free from your mamma's lec- ' 
ture, and are above being taught by &vira, 
you will doubtleſs think me very unper- 


.  tinent in my remarks, and therefore beg- 
ging your pardon for this freedom [I'll 


trouble you no more now, as I ſee the ſub- 


* 


je is ſo diſpleaſing. 


Myr. Indeed, Philemela, | take all you 
have ſaid, kindly of yon, and am ſenſtble 
I have the moſt need to aſk pardon for the 


haſty manner in which [. have taken you 


l am now grown cool, and I hope 1 
ſhall hear with a due attention whatever you. 
have to ſay to me, -and therefore beg you 
wou'd go on, and convince me, if you can, 
wherein I have been-in the wrong. That 
it would be better not to fall into a paſſion 
on any provocation, if I con'd help it, L 
will readily own; but that I had no reaſon 


to reſent my ſiſter's treatment, I can't ſee, + 


Phi. Since *tis at your own deſire I pro- 


ceed, I hope you will not be offended at my 


F 


ſetting 


» 
= 
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ſetting this caſe before you in the light in 
which | view it ; which may alſo tend 60 


convince you, how much your paſfion te 
blinds your Judgnieht in others, If you 1 
refle, you can't but own that it was moſt ſu 
reaſonable that your mamma ſhould chuſe fe 
her day for viſitors. 2 
l. That's ide: but then if the Had be 
conſented to alter it, there would be no re 


harm in my aſking her, and I ſhould be the to 
ſame if ſhe did not, as | am now. 
Pzbi. No. my dear, I think there isa great 
difference between doing a thing becauſe 
vou know'*tis your mamma's pleaſure, and 
becauſe you are oblig'd to do it, and can't 
help yourſelf. 
yr. Indeed I never conſidered that be- 
fore; for I always thought if I had my 
mamma's conſent for any thing it was 


enough, never minding whether the was , 3 
pleas d with it or not; as, I believe, I ſhou'd nea 
have done: and to be fure had 1 in this of) 
caſe, it might have kept me from quarrel - bee 
ing with Elvira; but this does not excuſe to g 
<r for making miſchief, by relling my cap 
mamma. 4 
Phi. Perhaps here you may be too haſty it Ct 

in your cenſure of her; if your mamma thin 

| ſaw her crying, ſhe might be obliged to tei! F Jen 
the occaſion ; are you ſure it was not ſo? Com! 

| r, No, indecd J ani not; and. upon | P 
ſecond thoughts, I believe it might be fo, had, 
for 1 heard my mamma go into our room proo 
not long after. And if ſo, I wrong' d e 
Pera | occa 


Phi. chie 
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Phi. I am, my dear, extremely pleas'd 
to ſee you lie ſo open to conviction; and 
I hope from this inſtance you would have 
ſuch a view as you never before had of the - 
force of paſlidn to blind the judgment, 


and the fatal conſequences that attend the 


being led captive by it, ſince upon cool 
reflection you thus ſtand ſelf- condemn'd as 
to the whole of this affair. | 

Mr. You ſay right, and I own your 


reflections juſt ; but can you tell me how 


to help it, and how to cure this evil in my 
temper ?. The fight of my foliy, or of the 
effects of it, will do me no good if I cannot 


avoid it. I have been often vext at myſelf 


When my paſſion was over, and ſorry for 
what | have ſaid or done in it, and wiſh'd 
I'were of your temper an-hundred times. 
Phi. Mine! Alas, Myra, mine is too 
hear a-kin to yours, to be a proper object 


of your wiſhes. This is the foible I have 


been chiefly combating with, and ſtriving 
to gain a conqueſt over, ever ſince I was 
capable of making reflections on it. 
Myr. What ! Philomela paſſienate? Sure 
it can't be! I never ſaw nor heard any 
thing like it in you. Certainly you miſtake 
your temper, or you have had ſome un- 
common art to conceal it. . 
© Phi. I don't miſtake my temper ; I have 
had, and ſtill have at times, but too plain 
proof of it. I am ſenſible, indeed, that 1 


never was fo apt to take fire onevery trifling 


occaſion, as ſome are; and I believe twWas 
chiefly owing to this that it was fo little 
5 F 2 diſcern'd 


tell me what are the firſt ſteps I am to take, 


nothing towards it yet, 


"oh: - 
a) * 
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diſcern'd in my year's of childhood. And 


in my very early youth, finding the unea- 
. fine(s theſe tempeſts when rais'd frequent- 


ly gave me, | ſet myſelf with vigour and 
reſolution to lay them at their firſt riſing. 
And by watching and praying, and ftriv- 


ing againſt it, | have, | bleſs God, in part, 
- tho' far from compleatly, ſubdu'd ; for ſtill, 


alas ! it often raifes ſuch ſtorms in my 


breaſt as greatly ruffle and diſcompoſe my - 


thoughts, which is the matter of my con- 
Rant grief. But the ſucceſs with which 
my attempts have been bleſs'd, has made 


me long defirous of taking ſome opportu- 
nity of putting you on a like experiment, 
and I hope this will prove the proper ſeaſon. 


Ar. Dear Ph:lomela, be my inſtructor, 


and let me know what tis I am to do; for 


I think I ſhould ſtick at no pains, if I cou'd 
hope ever to.attain, ſo far as you have done, 


this happy art. 


Phi. Tis more than time I was gone, 
my mamma will wonder-at my ſtay, for 1 


taſk'd only of juſt ſtepping to ſpeak to you. 


I hope I ſhal! ſee you at our houle before 

the week is out, and then, if you defire it, 

we will talk that part over more at large. 
Myr. Well, but pray, before you go, 


for lam refolvd, thro' divine affiſtance, to 
begin from this very day, if I knew but how. 


Phi. You are got farther than the firſt 
| ep already, I' aſſure you, Myra 


Myr. What do you mean ? 1 have done 


„ 4 ih . ws 4 
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' Phi. Yes, my dear, a great deal have you 
done. The conviction of a fault is always 
reckon'd the firit ſtep to reformation. - 
r. Then am got over that ſtep, I am 
flute; I am fully ſenlible of my failings in 
"this reſpect,” - - ah 
= Phi. But you are advanc'dfarther, as you 
not only deſire, but reſolve, by the grace of 
Bod, to amend ; now this, F think, a con- 
fiderable progreſs; as this conviction and 
. thele reſolutions will, if kept up with the 
ſame warmth on your mind, {doubt not, lead 
you toconfeſs and bewail your ſin beforeGod, 
to implore pardon for it through Chrift, and 
to pray with frequency, carneſtnefs, and im- 
portunity, for thoſe aſſiſtances of His grace, 
.' whichare neceſſary to ſtrengthen you forthe 
important work. And l wou'd recommend 
to yon the careſul ſtudy of the Proverbs, where 
you will find what will be a daily antidote a- 
gainſt paſſion, and an incentive to meekneſs. 
Mr. I know not how to expreſs my ſenſe 
of this inſtance of your friendihip; Adieu. 


DIALOGUE XL 
BET WEEN. TH SAME, 
Onthe Means of ſubduing a paſſionate Temper. 


Phi. EAR MHyra, this ſ peedy return to 
my vilit gives me a double plea- 
fure, as with the delight your company al? 
ways yielded me, J have the ſatisfaction of. 
finding my unuſual freedom has not loſt my 
friend; which had I not been too much afraid 
of, I had not delay'd 8 ſpeaking to vou. 


3, Ar. 


102 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, | 
Mr. 1 think that was a groundleſs fear ; 


tor had you not, by your kind endeavours, 
convinc'd.my judgment of the reaſonable- 


neſs of a contrary behaviour, and been the 


happy means of inſpiring into my breaſtthoſe 
fixt reſolutions I now have, thro' divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, to labour after attaining to it; I 


hope I ſhou'd not have been ſo weak as tore- 
fent what muſt have appeared to me afriend- 
27 t. But I thought the time long till 


I could fee you again, to repeat my thanks 
And deſire your farther aſſiſtance. 


Phi. ] am a very poor aſſiſtant indeed, but 
ſhall gladly afford you what little help 1 am 


capable of giving you. 


Myr. 1 TING you as peculiarly quali- 


fed for this e, becauſe I find you can 
{peak from experience, and therefore what= 


ever has been ſerviceable to you on this ac- 


count, may by the bleſſing of God have the 
ſame happy effect on me. And I have found 


0 pop firſt directions not altogether uſeleſs. I 1 


ve not only read over the proverbs, but 
made a collection of all the ſcriptures againſt 
anger, and recommending a contrary diſpo- 
ſition ; and the view of them thus together 
has giv'n me ſuch a ſight of the deformity 
and fatal conſequences. of paſſion, and the 
beauty and excellency of meekneſs, that 
were | not ſo fully convinc'd as I am of my 
ſin againſt God, in indulging this temper, I 
think I ſhou'd be excited to make ſome at- 

tempts after a conqueſt over it. 
hi, I am very glad to hear that you ſee 


this matter in ſo true 2 light. But pray did 


Ll } 
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pour mamma take any farther notice to you 
of that affair. 1 8 
Ayr. Ves ſhe did. That evening ſhe took 
me into her chamber again, and talk'd it o- 
ver with me in a very calm and ſerious man- 
ner; which, asf was before ſelf. condemn'd, l 
was in ſome meaſure prepar'd ſuitably to re- 
ceive. I freely own'd my fault, and told her 
I hop'd I ſhou'd be more upon my guard a- 
gainſt paſſion for the future. Soon after, be- 
ing alone with Elvira, I ſaid to her, that C 
was ſenſible | was in the wrong in what o- 
eaſion'd that diſpute in the morning; but I 
thought it was very unkind in her, to tell it 
to my mamma. She replied, I have to this 
day ſtrove to hide your faults from her, to 
keep you from anger, and alſo to prevent the 
ancreaſe of that concern which 1 well know 
your temper gives her; but this I cou'd not, 
for my mamma finding me. weeping, and 
ſuſpecting the cauſe, oblig'd me to tell her 
the whole tory. But, added ſhe, as you are 


ſenſible of the fault, Thope-you will ſtrive a= 


gainſt that quickneſs of your temper which 
occaſionꝰ d it, and then you will find the ad- 
Vantage oft, in the conſtant calm of your 
oun mind, and I the comfort of living in 
that love and peace with you, Which has al- 
ways been my defire. 1 ſaid, I hop'd d 
ſhou'd endeavour it. „ THIER 
Pbi. I don't doubt but you will be enabled 
to make great advances, if you do but keep 
uß the ſame ſentiments of the excellonceand 
importance of the work in which you areen- 
gag d, as now ſeom go inſpire your mind. 
n 4 | Ayr. 
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Myr. I am ſometimes in hopes I ſhall; but 
alas! the very next day, no ſooner did a flight 


provocation ariſe, but mypaſſion took fire, 


. and all my powers were thrown into the ut» 


moſt diſorder. I had, indeed, juſt com- 


mand enough of myſelf to go away with» 
out ſpeaking a word. FOE *. 
. Phi.” | was a noble ſtep; fer a retreat, in 


this caſe, is far more heroick than to face the 


enemy, till we are well aſſur'd we have 
ilrength to combat with him. This v as 
one of thoſe means, I was going to tell yon 


I had found the advantage of, as I queſtion | 


not you did. 


Ile. So far I did, that I ſoon grew calm, 
bn my retiring and conſidering the nature of 


the offence: | quickly perceiv'd that the moſt 
I cou'd make of it, was a careleſs negle& in 


my maid; which, tho' it would be yore to 
take notice of, to guard her againſt the like 


ſor the future, was a crime no ways equal to 


tze treatment my anger, if indulg'd, wou'd 
have giv'n her; as I too well knew from fre- 
quent experſence on like occaſions. Nay, I 


reflected on it till I was fully convinc'd that 
my crime, in being ſo ſoon angry, was really 


greæ er than that which the maid was guilty 
of. And the thought that I had not ſuffer'd 
my paſſion to break out, afforded me a great- 
er pleaſure, Yet as it was only conceal'd, 
not extinguiſhed, I was in fear leſt the guilt 
were the ſame. What do you think of it? 
Phi. No, by no means. How cou'd the 
guilt be the ſame? You, by thus ſuppreſſing 
your paſſion, was kept from all thoſe un- 


guarded. 
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guarded expreſſions which at ſuch times ge- 


nerally are plentifully pour'd forth, and of- 


ten make work for bitter repentance. And 
by thus wiſely retreating, you avoided what 


farther temptatien the occaſion might have 


© prefented; and, you own, ſoon regain'd your 


temper fo far as to be able to reaſon calmly 
on the matter, I aſſure you, I think d 


noble conqueſt for the firſt attempt; ànd 
even greater than I can ſometimes obtain; 
after ſo many repeated ones. s 
Myr. Nay, I went a little fartlier in this 
als, for when J was thus cool, I calmly 
told my maid of her faultꝭ at which I ſaw the 
girl look d more ſurpriz'd than fhe ufed to do 
when I talk'd to her in my uſual way; and 
eſently owning it, promis'd amendment, 
which promiſe ſhe has hitherto kept. . 
Phi. I am heartily glad to hear this; for 


the being able to talk cooly on any ſubject 
that was wont to ruffle me, is the greateſt at- 
tainment I have been yet ahle to make. For 


at firſt, a ſecond or third attempt wou'd be 
apt to produce the ſame effects as the firſt, at 
leaſt in ſome degree. And 1 wonder not at 


the ſacceſs on your maĩd's part, for l have of- 


ten thought how abſurd a conduct it is to 
fall into a paſſion either with ſervants or 
children, under the notion of ſbeveing au- 
- thority, and keeping it up. There being no 


ſurer way of loſing that authority, and ren- 


dering the perſon contemptible to thoſe that 


are under them. 


Myr. | believe you are in the right, mo- F: 
never thought of this before, But I know 
a | F. 5 very; 


— 
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very well, that when my papa das been in 
à paſſion with us or the ſervants, what he 
has ſaid has been only regarded as the effects 
of it; whereas when he has reprov'd us in a 
more calm but grave or ſolemn way, it has 
caus d an awful attention. But this to me is 
matter of the greateſt ſur prize: that ſo good. N 
a man as I believe my papa is, ſhou'd not ſee ö 
what to me now appears ſo very plain, that * 
both duty and intereſt join to ſtir us up to \ 


# — 
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the utmoſt endeavours to ſubdue theſe ex- 
orbitant paſſions ; for ſure, if he ſaw this 
matter in the ſame light I now do, he had 
long ere this got an entire maſtery over it; 

Whereas I can't pereeive that the ſtrength. 

of his is at all weaken d. l ' 
» Phi, We have before obſerv'd, that this is 
anatural infirmity, and as you then own'd,. . 

you thought yourſelf excuſable on that ac- 
count, becauſe it was what you equ'd not 
help. This is, I believe, but too frequently 

all the reflect ĩon that is made upon it, eſpe- 

; cially by young perſons; that this unhappy. | 
- temper gains daily ſtrength by indulgence, ; 
and fixes itſelf fo deep that tis like a poi- 

ſonous plant, which tho” pluck'd up with 
eaſe at its firſt ſprouting, if neglected, till it 
has taken deep rooting in the earth, you may 
tug and tug in vain, for there it keeps its 
hold. And I believe this is the caſe with. 
many ſerious-perſons, with reſpect to any 

- conftitutional vice, and this in particular. 

You have doubtleſs, heard that noted ſay- 
ing concerning one juſtly eſteem'd for great 
eminence in ſome reſpects, that is to ſay _ 


— 


ing — — 


a I 
” * 


My fs 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 207 
he bad. grace Enough for ten men, but not 
epough for himft This ſin to which he 
uh 0 ar inclin'd, this irregular paſſion 

as, ſodeep! 5 rooted,ghat ,tho* "ie pray'd ang 

rave againſt ithe was often led captive by it, 

Mr. This obſervation of yours is indeed 
l very agreeableto what my mamma hasoften 

told me, that if I did not in ſome meaſure 
| Aire to govern my paſſion whülſt J was 
gung, I Was neyer-likely to get any con- 
Gd der dies 78 over it. But what ſheſaid 
on this head 1 paid very little regard to, be- 
cauſe, as the is of ſo mild and ek 4 temper, 
Iibougbe f the was talking of what ſhe was 
an utter ſtranger to; and becauſe ſhe was 
not provok'd to fall into a paſſion on any o- 
caſion,, did, not know how dif cult it was 
for young perſons of ſo different a temper 
to avoid it; r much leſs did I imagine it cou'd - 
be more ſo, for one grown up to ſome ma- 
be. in knowledge a and experience. 
Qur taſk.in keeping under; and la- 
ring to expel theſe turbulent gueſts, is 
7 A's that were it not for the encourage- 
ment we have to pray and hope for a ſtrength 
ſuperior to our own, we might be tempted 
10 fit down in deſpair; but we well know 
l long cuſtoms, adds great ſtrength 
to any habit, and conſequently we have to- 
deal with very weak and impotent ſoes, 
When compared with thoſe who begin the 
aſſault in elder life. 
Mr. But theſe ſame aſſiſtances which we 
mutt receive, cou'd ſurely ſubdue their paſ- 
Wan do ſo much ſtronger} © for what c can 


* 
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be too hard for all-powerful grace? There- 


fore I cannot ſtill help wondering that ſo. 


many good people ſhuu'd yet diſcover this 
temper to ſo great a degree, and eſpecially 
my papa; who, by what I have heard him 


ſay, was religious very young: But per- 


haps he went on as . did, without ſeeing 
the evil of it. 

- Phi.” Tis very likely he did, and was hot 
ſo happy as to be brought to a ſenſeoftt, till 
it grew ſtrong and ftubborn, And tho” the 
grace of God is indeed able to conquer the 


- moſt head- ſtrong luſt; yet who is there that 
8 extraordinary aids 


aright applies for tho 
which ſuch a caſe requires, or ſuitably im- 
Proves thoſe aids he does receive! So that 


this is no rellection either on religion in ge- 
_ © meral, or on the peculiar honours of divine 


| 578 for we may lay this down as an un- 

oubted truth, that God has made nothing 
our duty which he has not furniſh'd us with 
ſufficient means for performing. Tis 
therefore queſtionleſs, the great ſin of thoſe 
in years, that they are led captive by this 
enemy; but tho” we are witneſs to theirfail- 


ings, their frequent mournings, their deep 


' repentance on the account hereof is hid 
from us; elfe perhaps we ſhould conſider 


\ _ - them, more worthy our pity than cenſure, 


. . Myr. Tis time for me to go, but I muſt 
beg you to give me a few directions, that I 

may have them continually before me. 

Phi. I haveadiſcourſe on meekneſs, which. 


with the blefling of God was extremely ſer- 


viceable to me; I will Zend it to you if you 
8 * 


p * 
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pleaſe, as there you will ſee the whole ſub- 
ject ſet in a very beautiful- and affecting 
_ light, and find alſo proper directions for 

the attaining this ſhining ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the ſight 
of God of great price. 4 
Mr. How much am l oblig'd to youforthis 
 Eindne(s! I ſhall read it with no ſmall care. 

DIALOG UE XIV. 

_ Betwgen Aurelia and Sariſſa, on redeeming- 
* 7 7 1 Time. 

Aur. — very glad to ſee you, Sariſſa;. 
' you areagreat.ſtrangerat our houſe. 

Sar. | have been prevented by company, 
elſe I had waited on you ſooner ; but pray 
are you not well? Or is any thing the mat 
ter with you Are you angry I am come 
now? For you ſpeak ſo gravely, and look. 
ſo thoughtfully, that I am ſurpriaꝰd it it. 
Au. I am well, Ibleſs God, and all our 
family; and | am ſure I ſpoke from my heart 
 -when-I ſaid I was glad to ſee you, for I be- 

' lieve I have wiſh'd for you twenty times 

within this week paſt; ſo that none of theſe 

. reaſons have caus'd any alteration in my 

"countenanee or ſpeech. But.l-cannot won- 

der that you ſhould take ſome notice of it, 
as you might tmagine 'twas ſomething more 
than ordinary, that muſt make ſo giddy, 
* . thoughtleſs a creature as I have been, look 
or ſpeak gravely. 
Sar. Pray is the reaſon then a ſecret.? If 

it be, I'll enquire no farther, _ 2 

” IST; - AUT» 
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Aur. It has been ſa hitherto, but what 1 
wiſh d ſo much to ſee vou for was, that ö 

migbe tell you; tho' now you are come, I 

dcaece uam how to ſpeak my mind. 
Sor. If that be the caſe, I fall be import 

DA tunate in my requeſt, as the communicating: 
N cauſe of uneaſineſs is oft a great relief. 
Aur. Tis ſo, but I have a farther view 

in ſpeaking to you, as I know you are ca- 

pable of giving me proper adyice. 

Sar. ug it be-what ] cou'd in any reſpect 
ſerve you in, it wouꝰd give me a great ꝑlea- 
ſure; but I am an-unſit perſon to be an ad- 

-viſer, if it be a caſe of great importance, 
| Aur. Tis indeed a caſe of the laſt impor- 
"tanice: to me; yet I know no perſon that I 
eou d ſpeak to, ſo likely to aſſiſt me as you. 
And to keep you no longer in ſuſpence, I 
will let you into the true ſtate of the caſe. 
About a week ago a grave aged miniſter, 
that my papa us'd tohear when he was a 
lad, came to make him a viſit. And a little 
a before he went, as ſomebody ſpoke about. 
- paſtimes, he took it up, and ſaid he was of- 
ten greatly ſurpriz*d, to find that any who: 
- profeſs'd themſelves chriſtians hou'd ſeem 
to be at a loſs how to paſs the time away, 
and cou'd think of no better employment 
for tbat purpoſe, than mere ãdle amuſements 
or vain diverſions. Then turning to me, 
vho ſat next him, he took me by the hand 
- and daid, Young lady, excuſe my freedom, 
and pray take this from an old man's mouse 
which may perhaps be remember'd when [ 


3 in my grave; that Time. is one of the. 
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richeſt talents which you are intruſted with,. 
and for the improvement of which. you are 
accountable to God; that tis giv'n you to 
prepare for eternity; and that, if you trifle 
or ſquanger away the preſent Now, you 
know not eee or, be ſpar'd to an 
Hereafter, Remember therefore, now thy 
Creator, and: thy Redeemer, in the days of- | 
thy youth, and let theſe ſprightly, vigorous. 
powers with which-you are ſo liberally en- 
dow' d, be laid out with alacrity in the no- 
bleſt purſuits ; God's glory, and the ſecur- 
ing and furthering your own everlaſting. 
bappineſs. My papa tbank'd bim for this 
exhortation, and ſaid, I pray God it may 
be deeply impreſs'd. on ber heart, which 
wou'd.tnake me one of the happieſt of fa» 
thers. | ſcarce knew how to contain my- 
ſelf, I was ſomuchaffeRed. It.was-notthe- 
expreſſions ſo much that.mov'd.me, for the 
ſame things, I had, to be ſute, heard many 
times before; few having had both the value 
and importance of time ſet be tore them more 
frequently than I. But the gravity of the 
good old gentleman, the 2 with 
which-he ſpake, the unuſualneſs of ſuch an 
addreſs to me, with what my papa ſaid, 
ſeem'd all to conſpire to force a way for 
theſe ttuths to enter into my heart and ſix 
there. For indeed I have been capable of: 
thinking on little elſe ever ſince. 

Sar. I don't wonder that you ate in an 
unuſual manner impreſt on the occaſion, as 
there was ſomething in it that tended pecu- 
Uarly te awaken the attention, and ſteike 
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upon the paſſions. And as the impreſſions 
ſtill continue, I think 'tis à good ground 
'of hope that God, who works by. what 
means, and in what way he pleaſes, has 
taken the opportunity of this awakening 
call, to rouſe you up to a vigorous purſuit 
of your beft intereſts; which indeed I have 
often fear d you were too regardteſs of, and 
I wanted to talk with you about it. 
Aur. Oh Sarifſ: too regardieſs did you 
ſay ; why Thave been entirely ſo. Why was 
1 not ſo kind as to ſpeak to me? It may 
de I might have attended to what you had 
fſaid, and thereby you might have been the 
happy means of preventing my miſpending 
all my time as I have done, R 
Sar. Indeed I have no proper excuſe to 
make for myfelf; none but what l may be 
afſham'd to tell. Sometimes Thave been afraid 
you wov'd'take it ill; but this, well know 
| F ought to have ventur'd, Sometimes a 
faulty backwardnefs to talk on ſuch ſubʒects 
| binder'd me. And ſometimes, tho? | bad in 
my own mindreſolv'd on it beforehand ;. 
when the time came, Fhave inſtead thereof 
encourag'd and carry'd on the trifling diſ- 
- courfe that was begun; apdſojoin'd too wil- 
lingly with you in the waſte of our precious 
© hours, The review of which has occaſioned 
me melancholy reffections in my retirement. 
Aur. Oh Saria Had I but improv'd my 
' * timeas you have done, I had been happy 
Sar. Alas! You are widely miſtaken in FA 
me. I have a great deal of miſpent time to t 
reflect upon with grief, beſides what I have * 
LEY maention'd dN 
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mention'd as waſted with you ; many pre- 


cious hours that I have trifled away, which 


ought to have been employed in furniſhin 
my mind with knowledge, for which 


x 
7 


have ſo great advantages; or in what 


might be otherways ferviceable to myſelf, 


or thoſe around me. 


Aur. Suppoſing theſe ſelf· accuſations of 


yours were juſt, yet what Iſaid is true. How 


happy ſhou'd I be, had I only ſome miſim- 
prov'd time to reflect on? Whereas I have 
waſted'all mine? And is it not a very ſad 


thing to think on, that I ſhou'd live to the 
age of near fifteen, without ever once ſeri- 
oully refleRting for what purpoſe my time 
was giy'n me, or once conſidering the aw- 


ful account I muſt have to render, ſhou'd 


my Judge now ſummon me to bis bar ? 


Sar, 1 own tis ſadz and ſuch a conduct 


.calls for ſincere and deep repentance. 

_ Aur. But, dear Sariſſa, to tell, you all my 
mind freely, I muſt let yau know; that I am 
fill'd with ſuch diſtreſſing fears left I ſhou'd 


be ſpeedily call'd to give up my dreadful 


account, that I know not what to do. I 
can't think mine looks like repentance, it 


rather appears to be only the effects of ter- 


.ror, and dread of puniſhment. Pray tell 
me, is there any hope for me? IH 


Sar. Hope! my dear; yes, and abun- 


dant ground of thankfulneſs and praiſe. 


Aur. Wherein ! I can ſee nothing, nor 


think of any thing, but what fills me with 

- , amazement and diſtreſs, This I know, that 
L have ſpent all my time as if it were my 
a i own, 
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dyn, to be employ'd juſt as my own vain 
- and foolith 1 imaginations prompted, with- 
outemploying one hour in ſ-rious thought, 
either of the duty I ow'd to God or man. 
Aud therefore Sac room for thankfulneſs 
can there be? 
Sar. You ought, inſtead of filling your 
mind with theſe diſtreſſing fears which un- 
\fit you for dye refle Rion, to conſider what 
a mercy tis that God has thus long borne 
with you, and now, not only giv'n you 
time and ſpace for. repentance, but alſo in. 
ſo remarkable a way call'd you to it, and 
| by his own ſpirit excited and, awaken'd 
u, from that ſecurity in which you be- 
re lay. Baniſh therefore from your breaſt 
All thoſe terrifying thoughts, which are in- 
- deed ſo far from Wr, 2 part of that re- 
Fa, ih to which yon are by the goſpel: 
<alPd, that the y, whilſt indulg'd, are fatal 
| obſtacles in che way of j it. The frale of ſin 
that leads to true Fepen; ance is to be ac- 
companied with ſuch an anpprehenſion of the 
mercy of God in Chriſt, as may-inelige the 
heart, with: grief for ind hatred of. ftn, to 
turn from it to God, and inſpire firm pur- 
poſes of and endeayours after new and bet- 
| ter obedience to the divine commands. 
Aur. 1 think I may ſay | find ſome what 
of theſe difpofitions in my mind; but l 
have been afraid to entertain hopes that there 
was mercy for ſuch a ſinner as | have been. 
Sar. Has not God exprefsly promis'd, co 
that he that confeſſeth, and forſaketh bis 80 
| ns, mal! find EK Add” is 1 __ Yo 
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blood of Jefus Chriſt bis ſon, ſu 
cleanſe from all ſin n 
Aur. Theſe very {criptures have come in - 
to my thoughts, when 1 was almoſt overs 
whelm'd, and ſeem'd toſtay up my mind for 
a little time; but then when I reflected a= 
gain on the aggravation of my guilt, that I 

ad ſinn'd againſt inſtructions, reproof 
and awful warnings in the ſudden death 
a dear ſchoolfellow, and ſince of a dearer 
ſiſter, both younger than I, I 'fear'd chat 


me, Ie that being often reprov'd hardneth 
his heart, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy'd, and 
that without remedy : and then my fears 
return d. n ed 121 | 

Sar. This was plainlya temptation of the 
Devil to .draw you off from es, that 
comfort the promiſes of God callid you- to 
receive. Therefore be no longer faithleſs, 


but believe, that he who has promis 'd that 


whoſoever comes to him he will in no wiſe 


_ caſt them out, will be far from rejecting ont 


that thus early applies to him; for he has for 
the encouragement of ſuch in particular, ſaid, 
T hoſe that ſeek him early ſhall find him. 
Aur. What do you mean by early? You 
know I am not a year younger than you, 
and you have to my knowledge for ſome 
years paſt ipproy'd your time for the moſt 
valuable pur poſes; whereas all-mine is loft, 
Sar. I mc an as 1 ſaid, that tis early ia 
compariſon of multitudes round about, who 
go on thoughtleſsly waſting all the prime of 
youth; nay employing their golden hoyrs, . 


and 
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and moſt ſprightly and noble faculties, in 
the meaneſt and baſeſtſervices. Whereas 
you have this farther ground of thankful- 
| neſs, that you have not been left to fall into 


many of the too common vices of childhood 
and youth; ſuch as diſobedience to parents, 


lying, ſtubbornneſs, paſſion or ill- nature, 
pride or idleneſs ; ſome or all of which are 
too apparent, frequently in thoſe of your 
age Andtho” youhave not praQtis'd the op- 
polite virtues, that is toſay, obedience, truth 
and ſincerity; a yielding diſpoſition, meek- 
neſs and good- humour; humility, affability 
and diligence, wich that view to the com- 
mand of God, and as patts of that duty which 
as a Chriſtian is enjoin d you by your great 


| bs Lord and Maſter, which I hope will be the 


- governing principle with you in all your 
conduct for the future; yet the advantages 
ariſing from this reſtraining grace of God 
you have ſo largely receiv'd, have been ma- 
ny and great, and call for your thaakful ac- 
knowledgments. How many fins have you 
deen hereby prevented from committing ? 
which wou'd now have been like ſharp ar- 
rows ſticking in your confcience, and calle. 
ing for bitter repentance, Nay, how much 
_tinie has by this means been fill'd up with 


its proper work d and what a happy ſtock of 


knowledge have you laid up for your com- 
fort and uſefulneſs in life, beyond many of 
your years? In ſome reſpects you have on 
this account improy'd your time far better 
than I have done, and my fins are greatly 
_ aggravated by the full conviction of my du» 
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ty, and the incor ſiſtency of my behaviour 
with my own prayers and ſolemnreſolutions. 
And a view of my miſpent time in this light 
calls me to frequent deep repentance. But 


as bare complaints are of no avail, I hope 
ve ſhall both of us labour after a donduct — 


have of the value of time, and the import- 
ance of a due improvement of it. And, 
that we may, let us join earneſt prayers to 
diligent endeavours. But I have ſo much 
exceeded my time, that | muſt now leave 
you with my beſt wiſhes. | 

Aur. Dear Sarifſa, if you muſt go I ſhall 


ſoon return your v ifit, for I want farther __ 


directions from you. 1 
Sar. The ſooner, the better I ſhall like i it, 5 
And in the mean time I will ſend you a 
book on the. ſubject, wherein the worth, of 
time, and the duty of improving it, is ſet 
forth at large; where you will find alſo, 

directions for the performance of this great 
but ſo much neglected duty. 


DIALOGUE XV. 
Between Celinda and Sarifla, 
Concerning coming to the Lord's Table. 


Cel 1 Am very glad to ſee my dear Sariſſa, 
for | have thought it a long while 

ſince I had the favour of a/viſit from you. 
Sar. I deſign'd you one much ſooner, Ce- 
linda. but I have been pretty mychengag'd. 
Cel. Pray, if one may be ſo free as to aſk, 
what weighty affairs have you bed « on yvur 
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. i wands?" For 1 thought few had more time 
than ou. 
Sar. That's true in the general; but, if 
ſtay'd on Lord's- day, you muſt be fen 


fible F have hat an important work in hand, 


which call'd for no ſmall ſhare of my time 
and thoughts. 
Tel. Ves, I was there, and ſound you was 
rereiv'd at communion, which increas'd in- 
ſtead of leſſening my wonder at your pre- 
ſent ſtrangeneſs; for I thought you might, 
as a friend, have let me into the ferret, and 
feen whether 1 cou'd have been induc'd 10 
have borne you company. 
Sar. My dear Celina; had I once had a 
=> thought of that, it would have been with 
inexpreſhble pleaſure 1 ſhou'd havecommu- 
 nicated my intentions to you. But you muſt 
be fenfible your reſerve to me on this topick, 
notwithſtanding our freedom in other re- 
ſpecte, gave me no room for fuch an attempt; 
as I have more than once giv'n ſome diftant 
hints which might have led the way. 
Cel. Ion it, Sariſſa, and own it as a great 
fault in me, which, tho' in part owing to 
natural temper, ] know I ought to try to 
overcome. But tho? I have never menti- 
on'd this affair to you, nor any one elſe, 
tis a ſubject I have had many thoughts 
about, and when J heard your name men- 
tion d, cou'd not but form a ſecret wiſh 
that mine had been join'd with it. 


Sar. Well, Celinda, then I hope you wil! 


reſolve to follow me as foon as polfble. And 
if it will be any encouragement to you to 
hear my ex perience, I will aſſure you theſ a- 


* 
. SRBCebd.. 
NN N 
"5 


_ FAMILIAR "DIALOGUES: 1% 
tisfaclion I have found herein is ſo great, 
that I only repent I no ſooner broke thro? 
. thoſe obſtacles which Satan and my own 
carnal imaginations-threw in my way. 
Cel, I wiſh you wou'd be ſo good as to tell 
me what they were, and how you overcame 
them; which may perhaps be of great ſer- 
vice to me. , 1 
Sar. Twould be endleſs to relate to you 
all that has paſt in my mind on this affair, 
but PII willingly ſum up the chief, _ 
It pleas'd God, in my early childhood, e- 
ven about the eighth year of my age, to im- 
pou my mind with adeep ſenſeof the worth 
my precious immortal ſoul, of the need I 
ſtood in of a Saviour, for pard'ning and re- 
newing grace; and I truſt I was drawn by 
the cords of divine love to give myſelf up 
entirely to him to be ſav'd in his own way. 
] was ſoon convinc'd that it is the duty of 
every ſincere chriſtian to make a public as 
well as private ſurrender of himſelf to God 
in Chriſt, and openly avow the cauſe and 
intereſt of that maſter he proteſles to ſerve; 
but I was kept from taking any ſteps in or- 
der hexeto, by my age; for as. | had never 
beard of any fo young that were admitted, 
I fear'd if | offer'd myſelf for communion, I 
 ſhou'd be refus'd This made me eaſy in 
my delay for ſometime. After which, when 
freſh con victions of duty brokẽ in, | fell in- 
to ſo deſponding a temper ſor ſome time, as 
effectually deterr d me from a work of this 
nature; and when | had attain'd to a more 
ſettled peace of mind, and began to renew 
my thoughts on the affair; then (Witk other 


* 


the way to get thro* them, has not yet deen 
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objections) that of ſpeaking to the miniſter 
aroſe before my view in ſo formidable a 
light, I ſaw no way to ſurmount it. Theſe 


were my chief hindrances, 


Cel. Well, my dear Sariſſa, I long to know 


how you got thro” theſe 3iMculties; for I 
muſt own, you havegiv'n an exac̃t deſcrip- 


tion of what has paſt in my own mind; but 


found out by me. 
Sar. I hope you will be enabled to break 


thro' them all with more eaſe than 1 did; 
| but 1 will readily inform you in what man- 
. ner I at length overcame them. 


The objecten on the account of my age, 
as I before hinted, remain'd for a long time 
m it's full power, even above two years; 
and on renewing the debate, it ſtill pleaded 
Rrenuouſly againſt my attempt. But I con- 
ſidered, that | was not to be govern'd by the 
example of thoſe around me, any farther 
than their conduct was agreeable to the rule 


of God's word; that this was a plain and 
expreſs duty; that I found no age for ad- 
miſſion fix d in the Scripture; that as for 


my ſtaying for greater improvements in 
knowledge and grace, (which next offered 
to my thoughts) it was in reality to neglect 


- taking a ſovereign medicine till I was in 


good part recover'd from my diſeaſe; that 


the church is the ſchoolof Chriſt, into which 


all who ſincerely deſire to be his diſciples are 


to enter, that they may be train'd up to 
greater advances by the ſpecial advantages 


there enjoyed; that the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper i is peculiarly adapted, and if 
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1 duly attended on, bleſt to the worthy receiver, for 
* his ſpiritual nouriſhment and growth in grace. 
51 On fach conſiderations I came to a full determi- 
nation no longer to delay keeping this command 
V of my God, my deareft Saviour, my crucify'd 
1 Redeemer. This was, I believe, near a year ago. 
2 Cel. But how came you to delay putting your 
t deſigns in execution? PREY Na 
n Sar. Then ſtarted up that difficulty, which 
nat firſt ſeem'd unſurmountable. I mean the 
* ſpeaking to the miniſter. Tha: * 
3 Cel. I want ſadly to know how you got over 
. that. | = 


Sar. Truly I made a tedious work of it; and 
ſometimes when I thought myſelf firmly re- 
ſolv*d, my courage fail'd me again, and my pu- 
poſes vaniſh'd into ſmoak ; but | reflected on 
thoſe words of my bleſſed Lord, that whoever 
ſhouꝰd be aſham'd ofhim and his ;vords,'of them 
wou'd he be aſham'd at the great day; but that 
they who courageouſly own and confeſs him 
as their Lord and Maſter before men, he wou'd 
then confeſs them, own and treat them as his 
diſciples before his Father, and before angels 
and men: farther, that the word commands nie 
to be ready always to give to every one that aſł- 
eth me, a reaſon of the hope that is in me, with 
meekneſs and fear: and ſurely, thought I, I 1 
ſhouꝰd in a peculiar manner be thus ready, when 
ſuch a declaration is a neceſſary ſtep in order to 
my complying with my own duty. I farther ar- 
gued thus with myſelf: What! am |, if called to 
Ut, to give an account of my faith when this con- 
feſſion might expaſt” me to impriſonment or 
death? which is the _ our Saviour —m—_ o 
F | ave 4 
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have in view. Am I neither to regard the ſu- 
pexiority of thoſe before whom I ſtand; nor the 
ſhame, reproach, ordanger fuch an acknowledg- 
- ment wou'd expoſe me to? Theſe arc the terms, 
I knew, I have pretended to comply with. I 
have, in dependance on divine grace, reſoly'fl 
that I will take up my croſs and follow my Re- 
deemer whenever he calls me to it. And ſhall I 
think it a great hardfhip to take ſome painwwith 
myſelf, and put ſame force upon myſelf, to break 
thro that natural ſhyneſs and reſerve, that is ſo 
| * on this occaſion? Theſe conſider- 
ations I found of no ſmall weight with me, and 

_ determin'd my compliance. The morning I 
Was going to the miniſter, fill'd with ſolicitous 

— mhonghts, that place came with weight on my 
mind, Take no thought how or what you ſhall 
Speak, for it ſhall be giv'n you .in that ſame hour 
hat you ought to ſay. | was, indeed, very ſen- 

_ »fible, that this was a promiſe made on a far more 
difficult occaſion, and that therefore I cou'd not 
expect the ſame degrees of aſſiſtance; yet I found 

it inſpire a hope, that according to my meaſure, 
and the nature of my caſe, it ſhou'd be fulfilled 
to me. And, bleſſed be God, my hopes were 
not utterly fruſtrated; for I gave ſuch an ac- 
count as was io ſatisſaction. Yet, alas! my 
Aauifficulties ended not here 
Cel. Nol— What cou d farther lie in your way? Nt, 
Sar. As ] was then younger than I ſuppoſe that f 2 
ociety had ever admitted, there was ſomebody II *. 
rais'd an objection, and carried it ſo far, that the 8 
miniſter thought not proper to propoſe me the 
next Lord's * as he had deſign d. And tho' 
be, in the kindeſt and gentleſt manner, — . 
| 1 
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know it; and told me he wou'd not have me diſ- 
cout ag q at waiting a little longer, this was the 
means of throwing my mind into the utmoſt diſ- 
treſs; and thus | reafonec with myſelf ; I had 
better not have been fo haſty in this affair; for 
is not here” plainly the hand of God to be 
ſeen againſt me herein; F ought to ſee and 
acknowledge it, and, inſtead. of being uneaſy, to 
be thankful that by thus bloeckingmy way he has 
prevented the aggravated guilt | might have con- 
trated by an unworthy receiving; for had [ 
been a proper ſubject, the path to duty wou'd 
not have been thus ſhut up. As theſe reflections 


appeared to me juſt, [ rather took them as the 


effect of due conſideration, than as the tempta- 
tioas of Satan; ſo that drawing from them the 
moſt melancholy concluſions againſt myſelf, in- 


ſtead of continued deſire to be admitted, I was 
even ready to tremble at the thought of my 


bold preſumption, in offering to lay claim to 


the childrens bread, to which I had no fight. 


But, I bleſs God, it was not very long ere I at- 
tain'd again my former peace of mind: 0 

Cel. I think ſuch an inſtance ſhou'd make 
Chriſtians very careful what diſcouragements- 
they lay in the way of young ones; for certainly 
it muſt have occaſion'd much concern to the 
party, had it been known what diſtreſs the ſtep» 
taken had caus'd you. But how came you, My. 
dear Sar ia, after you was eaſy in your mind to 


8 continue your neglect ſo long, as you were pro- 
videntially remov d from thence, and fixt where 


2 had no proſpect of meeting with any ob- 

tion? . 
Sar. Alas! Celinda, it is impoſſible for any one 

who. has not had ſome experience of the ſub- 


for my remove, that rais'd a freſh difficulty, as 
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tilty of Satan, and the deceitfulneſs of her own 
heart, to conceive what a variety of obſtacles are 
by the one and the other plac'd 1 in the way of 
_ duty! Even after my peace of mind return'd, the 
difcouragement | had met with, ſeem'd to me 
a ſufficient argument to juſtify my delay; and as 


I had a new miniſter to ſpeak io; but on pro- 
| videntially hearing my duty ſtrongly preſt from 
the pulpit, new reſolutions took place; which 
as you fee, I have, bleſſed be God, been enabled 
to put in execution. Thus I have, my dear 
Celinda, given you the account you deſir'd, and 
have been the more particular, as you hinted a 
reſemblance in our cafe. 


Cel. I did fo, and think myſelf extremely- 


obliged to you; and I muſt own you have an- 


ſwer d all my odjections but one, ſo ba that | 


I can make no reaſonable 

Sa. I am very glad of it; but pray let's 
have that one, whatever it be, over again, that 
we may fee what may be farther ſaid to it. 
What i is it? 

Cu. Nay, tis that which is of the greateſt 


moment ; a fear leſt I am not lincere i in my 


| pretenſions to religion, 


Sar. That we ought to be jealous leſt we 


| ſnouꝰd deceive ourſelves with falſe hopes, or take 


up a profeſſion of religion without experiencing 
the power of it in our hearts, I readily allow. 


On the other hand, we ought not to diſtreſs 
ourſelves with countleſs fears, and make theſe 


pleas for omitting a known duty; for this is not 


a ſituation of mind to be reſted in, even tho' no 
fuch affair were in the thoughts : for can any 


| thing appear more +ſhocking to ſerious perſons, 


t han 
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than an utter uncertainty how it will be like to 
fare with them thro” the ages of an endleſs eters 
nity? And this temper of mind muſt ſure de 


look'd upon as very dangerous as well as un- 
comfortable, when we reflect we are certain of 
none but the preſent time for ſettling this moſt 
important concern. 5115 


Cel. You fay right; yet, alas! I muſt own 


this hath been moſtly the caſe with me for a 
great while. I was under conviction when 
very young, and not only made fenſible- of my 


need of a Saviour, but earneſtly ſolicitous to 


obtain from him pardoning and renewing 


grace; and for a conliderable time went on 
with a great delight in the ways of God, and 


found his word and ordinances adminiſter tu 
me peace and joy. But ſince, has my mind 
deen harraſſed with great diſquietude, and thoſe 


ſubjects which were wont to afford me the moſt 
pleaſure, now fill me with diſtreſs and terror. 


Cel. Have you not, my dear, loſt your uſuat 


comfort, by letting down your watch, and 


wing way to a careleſs or worldly temper of 
Bind? F vob is, I know, too ne. caſe. 
Cel. There indeed you have rightly judged. 
F fell into a cold and formal way of perform 
ing duty; and vain, trifling amuſements, the 
common baits to enfnare a youthful mind, ſo 


ingroſs'd my thoughts and time, that I, in a 


t meaſure, loſt ſight of ſpiritual and hea- 


venly objects. And when any fermon, pro- 


vidence, or admonition of friends has faſten'& 
on my conſcience, then have I been fill'd with 
amaze and'dread. Now, what think you of 
a caſe like mine? G3 £94 2 12 y8 


TI 9 = 
- T4 > 2 
* * 2 
. - 
' = "72 
* 7 
: 9 


t 
- 
* y - KK 
o a 
. c * . 8 
p 


— 


126 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 


Sar. I think and know that you are not 
alone in it. I have, with grief muſt | own it, 
been in the ſame circumſtances of diſtreſs, and 
from the fame fatal cauſe, my own folly, floth 
and carnality : ont of which I was, I bleſs 
God, rouſed by hearing ſome diſcourſes on 
thoſe words, But grow in grace. By which 

I plainly perceive, that, inſtead of growing, I 
Was greatly on the decline; that if there were 
indeed the ſeeds of grace ſown in my heart, 
_-. they ſeem'd far from thriving there; which 
led me to feat, that I had hitherto deceiv'd 
myſelf with ſalſe hopes. Upon which, I ſet 

| ſome time to humble my ſou} before 
God on this account; and after earneſt prayer 
for afliſtance engag'd in the too-long neglect- 
ed duty of cloſe ſelf-examination: In which I 
found great reaſon to hope that I diſcern'd; 
ſome of the marks of true grace, tho' its weak 
declining ſtate too viſibly appear'd at the ſame 
time. On which I moſt attentively read and 
conſidered the directions, and promiſes made 
to the backſlider ; particularly thoſe in the 
third chapter of Feremiah, and fourteenth of 
Hoſea; and did endeavour to take with me 
the words, and turn unto the Lord, earneſtly 
_ pleading with him, that he wou'd take away 
all iniquity and receive me graciouſly. After 
_ which, were thoſe reviving words :mpreſt on 
my mind as tho' they had come by a voice 
from Heaven, if any man ſin, we have an 
- advocate with the F. ather, Jeſus Chrift the 
righteous; and he is the propitiation for our 
- , fins; &c. And I was, 1 hope, enabled by 
*  Jaith tb apply to this bleſſed advocate, and 4 
rn * - rely 
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8 rely on him as the 118 for my ſins, 
and commit my caſe to him, as my kind and 


the 
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powerful interceſſor in the Court of Heaven; 


thro' whom I hope again to be admitted to fa- 


vour; and from whom | pray'd that I might 
derive thoſe influences of grace by which this 
poor wither'd ſoul of mine might yet grow up 
as the corn and flouriſh as the vine. 
Cel. But is it poſſible for a real chriſtian thus 
to decline? Does not the Scripture ſay, That 
the righteous ſhall hold on his way, and grow 
ſtronger and ſtronger ? | 
> 55 is indeed a progreſſive work, and 
path of the juſt ſhall be as a ſhining light, 
that ſhines more and more unto the perfect day. 


But as oft, in that caſe, thoſe clouds ariſe, which 


ſeem to portend returning darkneſs, till, being 


ſcatter'd we find the light on the increaſing hand 


ſo*tis here. It is with the new creature as with 


an infant; it will, if it lives, grow up to its per- 


fect ſtature; yet it may, thro the force of ſome 


_ diſeaſe greatly decline in fleſh andſtrength; and 
ſeem at a total ſtand as to growth: thoſe ſpiri- 


tual maladies. to which the chriſtian is hable, 
have often the ſame fatal effects on him. But 


. what is his duty in ſuch a caſe? not to fit down 
in deſpair, and, becauſe he is ſick, imagine he 


is dead; but with ſpeed to apply to the Great 
Phyſician, who can not only forge all his 
iniquities, but alſo heal all his diſeaſes. 

Cel. You indeed inſpire into me ſome hope, 


and have, I am ſure, ſet my duty in a clear 


light; which is, with grief toremember whence _ 
I am fallen, ſincerely to repent, and diligently 
to ſet about my firſt works, | 
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Sar. 1 know of nothing that will be ſo likely\gy 
to aſſiſt you in this work, and confirm and 
Wenghben your mind, as the neceſſary prepa - 
ration for the duty we have been n 
of, and a due attention upon it. 

Cel. I can come to no reſolution in my pre- 
ſent temper; but if I can get a little more com- 

s'd, I'll engage to think of it, and let you 

the reſult of my thoughts: in the mean 
time, with my thanks for this kirdaeſs, | muft 
beg your prayers that I may be - Mmm: and 
eſtabliſh'd 
Sar. I ſhall not be unmindful of you; and 
J will ſend you a ſermon of the reverend Dr, 
Doduridge s, entitled, The young convert in- 
vited to early communion; which may, by the 
bleſſing of God, be a means of bringing you to, 
a fixt reſolution. And 1 hope J ſhall ſhare 
your prayers, as I greatly need them, that I 
may be enabled to walk ſuitably to the pro- 
feſſion I have made; that 1 may remember the 
ſolemn engagements I. have, before God, an- 


gels, and men, laid myſelf under, and keep 
continually en my guard, leſt | ſhou'd be drawn 
- afide to diſgrace that Maſter I profeſs to ſerve, 
or bring 2 reproach on that religion I have 
thus my avow'd. | 


